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Tolu Odejide, who was in Year 13 at MHCHS until this summer, entered 
an essay writing competition run by Goldsmith's College. The challenge 
was to write an essay entitled 'Where Are You From?' Tolu's effort won 
her first prize, which, quite apart from the glory and satisfaction of 
winning, involved a hefty cash award along with an invitation to appear 
as a guest at Goldsmith's annual Anthropology Department lecture.  
 
We reproduce here part of Tolu's inspiring essay. 
 
 

Where are You From? Afro-Migrant Literature  
 

Rather than focusing on other people asking ‘Where are you from?’ why not think about it as an internal 
question, one I ask myself almost every day. The existence of a young 1st generation immigrant in the UK 
is one of jumbled identity. Like most things, my answer to the question, ‘where are you from’ is 
dependent on the context and circumstance of the situation I’m in. Many secondary questions come to 
mind, but the main one tends to be ‘How much do I want to belong?’  
 
Literature and writing have been powerful tools to explore culture and the individual. Through words, we 
manage to investigate the human experience and present it in a way that is easy to confront and question. 
I cannot say conclusively that this is a shared experience of all Afro-migrants, however, for me, literature 
has allowed me to understand the various conflicts that make their way into my identity and lead to the 
stutter before I spit out, ‘London’ or ‘Nigeria’.  
 
A formative text for many Nigerians is Chinua Achebe’s ‘Things Fall Apart.’ It presents the conflict of 
identity between two separate people, a father and a son. It’s a near-perfect image of a scene that plays 
out in many intergenerational immigrant households. Okonkwo’s son Nwoye converts to Christianity and 
moves away from the family. They meet only once again, staring at each other over a widening gap of 
confusion and misunderstanding. The father, upset at the assimilation of his son into colonial white 
society. The son, irritated at his father’s archaic ways. This great chasm between the integrated and 
segregated is present in the life of many young 1st and 2nd generation immigrants – it’s the defining point 
of our identity crisis. Who do I really belong to? Where am I actually from?  

Tolu Odejide, MHCHS Alumni 

Amongst all the logistics of returning to school after the long break, we have not been able to enhance the full life of 
the school in the ways we usually would but that does not mean we have stood still. Inclusivity and Diversity were key 
issues over the summer and this newsletter is testament to the initial steps we are taking to develop further a fair 
and inclusive society. We know this work is never finished and in an instant, hard-won rights can be worn away, so  
we will continue to strive to ensure everyone in our diverse community feels they have a voice, are listened to and 
their contributions are valued.                                                                                                      Andy Stainton—Headteacher  
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Curriculum Representation  
Over the summer, we reached out to students asking them to share their stories and ideas for change in our 
school community, as part of our support of the anti-racism movement. The Social Harmony Team received 
several highly impressive, articulate, and thoughtful responses. A common idea raised was a strong call for cur-
riculum reform within secondary education. A range of departments at Mill Hill County High School have al-
ready taken action by creating new schemes of learning to explore black culture, identity, diversity and the 
issues of racism, discrimination and inequality. We are limited by the prescribed content of examination speci-
fication but below are some examples of changes thus far and we will continue to update students and parents 
with our progress. 

Subject Year  Brief description of new provision 

English 9 We have introduced a new text ‘Dear Martin’ to replace ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’. Both 
texts deal with the effects of racism, but ‘Dear Martin’ is a more contemporary text 
and privileges the black perspective in a way that TKAM doesn’t. ‘Dear Martin’ 
presents a young black boy in the US who imagines himself writing letters to Martin 
Luther King about his experiences. 

English 7 Students study a range of poetry in the Y7 poetry unit. Important amongst these 
poems are works by Langston Hughes and Benjamin Zephaniah, looking at issues of 
black culture and identity. 

MFL Y13 + 
KS4 

Students who study Spanish, German and French learn about racism, diversity, 
immigration, and multiculturalism in their A Level course. They have to debate, discuss, 
listen to reports and write about the topics all in the target language. 
GCSE Language students also learn about the culture of the country they are studying. 
This includes customs and festivals. 

Product 
Design 

KS4 
and 
KS5 

Students study cultural influences from around the world within design of products 
and textiles, this can relate to their NEA and can be a question in the examination. 
Textiles students investigate traditional methods from around the world for applying 
colour and pattern to fabric- e.g. batik. 

Food KS4 Students explore cultural foods and recipes from around the world. 

Geography 9 Students study the geography of socio-economic inequality in the UK. Students start 
the topic by exploring the demographic of London and the UK more widely. Students 
learn about the problems with political representation and the impact that this has on 
BAME communities., Students then learn about the recent protests that took place 
following the death of George Floyd. This lesson also investigates whether the removal 
of statues marks an iconic moment in history or the removal of it. (See P3) Students 
are asked to find someone that inspires them, who champions racial equality and is 
worthy of a statue. Also geography displays diverse and inspirational geographers, 
helping students to appreciate the importance of multiculturalism. 

Music 8 Students are studying Hip Hop including the history of how it developed. We are also 
using the song “Black” by Dave (Brit Awards performance) as a case study and 
discussing how he writes about his experiences as member of the Black British 
community. 

Music 9 Students are currently studying a unit of work called Music Map. They are looking in 
detail at music from countries all over the world. This includes detailed study of music 
from African countries, and of music from the  Caribbean and central America, where 
we examine the role of the slave trade in the genesis of musical genres which combine 
styles from different countries. 

Science All Raising awareness of the important  scientists from non-white communities across the 
world and throughout history  

History KS3 Legacy of Empire, the transatlantic slave trade and Civil Rights in the US 

History  12 Indian Independence 
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A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE  
 

Was the removal of the statue of Edward Colston an iconic moment in history  
or the removal of it? 

 
Ever since the tragic and unjust death of George Floyd, an African American man who was brutally 
murdered by Minneapolis police in America, many movements have taken place to support and 
promote equality between the black community and the rest of society. They have campaigned to 
defund policing institutions around the world for their unjustified brutality that has occurred throughout 
the years. This included mass protests, raising money for organisations and even the removal of statues 
like the Edward Colston statue in Bristol.  
 
Edward Colston was a British merchant, Tory MP and philanthropist who was and is primarily recognised 
for the fortunes he made through the slave trade, which he donated to many of Bristol’s schools, 
charities and institutions during the late 17th-18th century.  
 
Recently, his statue was pulled down and dumped into the Bristol harbour by a group of protestors. 
They did this to raise the point that people who continue to celebrate him are ignoring the fact he 
exploited tens of thousands of slaves for his own gain, and therefore he shouldn’t continue to be 
glorified by having a statue in the centre of a major British city. Instead, people who are presently 
benefitting society and making or trying to make significant changes to it, deserve to be praised and 
celebrated in this kind of way. In replacement of Colston’s statue, a statue of a black female protestor 
named Jen Reid was put up, a contrast to the white man who was there originally. Unfortunately, “A 
Surge of Power” (Jen Reid’s statue) was taken down by the Bristol City Council on the 16th of July as it 
‘did not have the permission to be installed.’ It was agreed that the future of the plinth would be 
decided by the people of Bristol. 
 
However, the question to ask is: was the removal of Colston’s statue an iconic moment in history or the 
removal of history itself? Personally I think the statue was righteously removed as although his fortunes 
may have greatly benefitted Bristol following his death, can this ever really be justified if it was based on 
the suffering and enslavement of thousands of people? He didn’t deserve it as much as other successful 
figures who have had statues put up in commemoration of them. There is a pattern with all of these 
past political figures who have been honoured in this way: many of them took part in slave trade. This 
terrible system was unfortunately the result of long-term colonialism, which was greatly exploited by 
Western powers at the time.  
 
In conclusion, I think that the removal of Edward Colston’s statue was not a removal of history because 
whether or not he has a statue, he will still be remembered by the people of Bristol for what he did. 
Rather, it is an opportunity for new generations to write history and represent our country in a more 
just way, this time celebrating present successes that benefit all members of society and are not based 
on oppression! 

Ljubica Sihra-Jovanovic, 9JEM 

Year 9 Geography Investigation  
 

Does the removal of statues mark an iconic moment in history  
or the removal of history? 
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Year 12 students have been exploring the concept of white privilege in tutor time this term. Reading 
extracts from Reni Eddo-Lodge's “Why I'm no Longer Talking to White People About Race” students have  
developed their understanding of structural racism, the unseen barriers that people of colour face and 
considered some of the changes that might be necessary to address these.  
 
Students were encouraged to reflect on the role that social media has played in raising public 
consciousness but also to question the extent to which online support might be 'virtue signaling' and 
whether there were more effective ways of supporting the ideals behind the equality. These are complex 
issues that deserve much closer attention and Year 12 will keep coming back to these important themes 
in the weeks and months ahead. 

Ian Chapman, Head of Year 12 

Geography GCSE Trip  
Due to the unexpected lockdown last  academic 
year we had to postpone our planned GCSE trip to 
Margam in South Wales in May. We had hoped to 
be able to rearrange it for this academic year, 
however this is now no longer possible. Firstly, 
the examination board has decided to remove the 

questions on students' own experiences of fieldwork from paper 3 and secondly, the current COVID 
situation makes a residential fieldtrip impossible. I am very sorry to have to cancel the trip for the current 
Year 11 students. The school's insurance company is now dealing with the matter to recover our initial 
payments which were sent prior to the pandemic. We will update families on progress with this.  

 

Hilary  Smith, Head of Geography 

Virtual Parents’ Evenings – School Cloud 
Unfortunately, due to current restrictions in place, we are not able to hold parent – teacher meetings in 
person as we usually do. However, we are delighted to inform you that we have subscribed to a new  
system called School Cloud which will enable you to meet with your child’s teachers virtually in order to 
receive important feedback on their behaviour for learning and progress. School Cloud has a highly  
intuitive, user-friendly online appointment booking system which will allow you to choose your own  
appointment times with teachers and you will receive an email confirming your appointments. Parents 
will be notified of the opening of the booking schedule well in advance of their allocated parents’ evening 
event and will be provided with support guides explaining how to make appointments and how to attend 
appointments over video call.   
Parents’ evening dates for this academic 
year are as follows: 

 

Year Group: Parents’ Evening Date: 

9 Wednesday 11th November 2020 

13 Thursday 26th November 2020 

11 Thursday 3rd December 2020 

12 Wednesday 3rd February 2021 

7 Wednesday 24th February 2021 

8 Wednesday 3rd March 2021 

10 Monday 8th March 2021 
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The Scholars’ Programme  

  
 

This week we celebrated the graduation for the Scholars’ Programme for Y10.  
The  Y11 ceremony will be after half term.  

 
 

The Scholars’ Programme launched in January 2020 at Oxford University and was a chance for some of 
students to study with and be mentored by a PhD scholar.   
The Y10s studied a programme entitled:  ‘Only the Educated are Free: Knowledge and Power in Classical 
Athens’.  
While Y11 investigated: ‘The Face Is the Mirror of the Mind:  The Neuroscience of Face Processing’.  
 
The students attended some after school tutorials with the PhD students and then wrote an essay based 
on what they had learned and  
investigated. They gained research skills as well as skills of forming  and justifying opinions.   
  
The PhD scholars commented on the exceptional work ethic and writing talent of our students and  
several students were awarded a First-Class distinction based on the final essay they submitted.   
The essays had to be submitted after we went into lockdown. It was an impressive feat to write an  
extended essay with no teaching support and meet a deadline under lockdown conditions.  
 

Well done to all our MHCHS  
graduates.   

 
    
    
      
 
 
 
    
    
     
 
    
                                 
           Fiona Tobin, Assistant Headteacher 


