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Remembrance Day 
 

We were unable to celebrate our annual 
Remembrance Service in the traditional 
way this year but felt it still important to 
continue with the laying of wreaths and 
crosses in memory of those who gave 
their lives. In addition, the whole school 
observed the silence on 11th November 
at 11.00am. 

 
 

Dickon Edwards, Deputy Headteacher 

HAPPY DIWALI 
 

Saturday 14th November 2020 

         Virtual Parents Evenings 
 

This week we trialed our first virtual parents’ evening 
enabling you to video call teachers with appointment 
times. This has been well received by both families and staff as it is essential we continue 
to provide the regular touch points of communication about your child’s progress. We will 
continue to use this format for the foreseeable future and you will be provided with 
guidance in advance of any meetings 
 

Andy Stainton, Headteacher 

 

Sixth Form Virtual Open Event  
 

This year our Sixth Form Open Event will take place virtually. Updated information for September 2021 admissions 

plus a series of videos providing an insight into what learning is like in our Sixth Form community will be made 

available for prospective students and parents on the morning of Tuesday 17th November 2020.  

Ania Butler, Assistant Headteacher 
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Anti-Bullying week  
 

Every year the Anti-Bullying Alliance run an Odd Socks Day on the Monday of Anti-
Bullying week. This year this is on Monday 16th November. The idea is to support 
awareness of bullying and promote anti-bullying behaviours and make people think 
about how they behave towards one another. 
The Well Being Team are therefore asking staff and students to support this by 
wearing odd socks on Monday 16th November. The wackier and brighter the better! 
 
We do not tolerate bullying in any form at Mill Hill County High School. However we cannot do something to stop 
it if we do not know it is happening . It is vital our students tell someone early on so that we can nip it in the bud. 
Their first contact should be their tutor or Head of Year, but we know some students feel more comfortable 
talking to one of their class teachers – it doesn’t matter as long as they talk to someone. No-one should be made 
to feel lesser due to someone else’s actions or words. Working together we can avoid this happening.  
 

Road Safety Week 
 

As the afternoons get darker, please talk to your child about taking extra care on their 
journey home. Only cross roads at designated crossing points or underpasses, maintain 
visibility and be extra vigilant. Although our staff supervise the main bus stop on the A1 at 
Courtlands Avenue, the bus companies have raised concerns about students getting too 
close to the kerb as buses pull in and they are worried at the increased risks to students as a 
result. We will remind students about safe conduct and would appreciate you doing the 
same if your child travels to and from school by bus.  

 

Face coverings 
 
Thank you for ensuring your child attends school with a face covering – this is embedding as a habit now which 
supports everyone’s safety. We are aware that students who wear a hijab are struggling to put face coverings on 
and off. Having researched options, a strong recommendation is to use a face covering with a strap that can go 
behind the head to support them with this. Please remember face coverings do not have to be plain, but must 
not have any logos or words nor images that may be offensive to others 
 

COVID update 
 

We have only had one positive test in Year 12 this week. 
Young people over 16 are able to download the NHS Track 
and Trace app which alerts you to having been in 
proximity to a positive test case. This has highlighted a 
concern being raised by schools nationally. The Public 
Health England / DfE guidance we follow in school is very 
precise and enables us to identify the students who must isolate due to having been within 2m of the positive 
test case for longer than 15 minutes. This tracing minimises the size of the group needing to isolate. The NHS app 
is less precise due to using GPS location services and, it seems,  results in a greater number of people being 
alerted to isolate. We obviously will follow any NHS advice but wanted you to be aware of this discrepancy. 
Education bodies are in discussions with Department for Education and The Department of Health about this 
issue.  
 
                Andy Stainton, Headteacher 
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 PTA Notices 
 

FUNDRAISING 

Raise funds for the school without any additional effort: use easyfundraising every time you shop online! Over 
4,000 shops and sites will donate, so you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you’re buying.  Last year 
we raised almost £ 800. This year we want to do more than £ 1,000. These donations really help us out, so please 
sign up. It’s easy and FREE! You can get started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/millhillcountyhigh 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
There are three easily accessible financial support schemes to alleviate the financial burden of buying a musical 
instrument for your child. Some of these schemes can even be combined with each other, increasing the benefit 
even more. 
These schemes are: 

•VAT-free purchase of musical instruments 

•Interest-free loans for the purchase of musical instruments 

• Bursaries for the purchase of musical instruments via the Universal Music Fund 
  
The VAT-free purchasing scheme is well understood by most musical instrument retailers. 
Here is the official government link (with the usual, heavy government language): 
https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/vat-government-and-public-bodies/vatgpb7825 
  
- Here is a link from a music retailer (but every music retailer pretty much knows about it), which is a bit more 
user-friendly: https://www.normans.co.uk/topic/cs_aips 
The rules are quite simple: 

•The instrument should be used for the child’s music education (I.e. it should not be a toy) 

•Discuss and agree the scheme with your retailer 

•Talk to the head of music at the school and say you want to purchase an instrument under the “assisted 
purchase scheme”. 

•The school and the retailer will pick up things from there: the retailer will bill the school, and the school will pay. 

•You then need to pay the school the VAT-free amount. Please do this promptly (the school needs its cash). 

•Should you want to make a donation to the school fund from the savings you make that would be great  (but 
in no way obligatory, I am just being cheeky) 

•The next step is important: the instrument needs to be handed to you on the school premises, in the music 
teaching room. The retailer can deliver to the school (usually), but you need to arrange with the head of music for 
the actual handover. At a push, you can have it delivered to your home, drive it to the school and do the 
handover there. Finally: get receipts and the likes (from the school) and you are done. 
 
Interest-free loans: here is the link. https://takeitaway.org.uk/ - Again, most music retailers are aware of the 
scheme and will help you set it up. I don’t have any personal experience with the scheme (for example, you would 
need to check if the two schemes can be applied together) 

Finally, it is also worth looking into the Universal Music Fund: they provide direct financial support for the 
purchase of musical instrument. There is a bit of faff in filling in paperwork (and they have particular timelines), 
but your chances of success are actually quite high https://www.umuksoundfoundation.com/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/millhillcountyhigh
https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/vat-government-and-public-bodies/vatgpb7825
https://www.normans.co.uk/topic/cs_aips
https://takeitaway.org.uk/
https://www.umuksoundfoundation.com/

