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Music Festive Cheer!! 

At a time of year when the Music department would normally be busy with 
rehearsals and the Christmas concert itself, we have had to find other ways to make 

music together. Please check our MHCHS YouTube link  https://youtu.be/
UhJtQPmA52c  for the release of the MHCHS Music Department’s contribution to 
festive cheer – a cover of Merry Christmas Everyone by Shakin’ Stevens. Some of our 
GCSE and A Level Music students from Years 10-13, accompanied by Music staff (and 
one special guest) recorded their parts individually with a backing track to keep them 
in time. Technical wizardry on the parts of Mr Vella (audio mix) and Mr Gillett (video 
editing) has brought it all together into a performance that everyone can enjoy from 
the comfort of their own homes. Merry Christmas everyone! We in the Music 
department are looking forward to next year when hopefully there will be “time for 
parties, and celebrations”… and concerts!                   
                  Lottie Aron, Director of Music 

 

Arkwright Scholars 
The D&T department wish to congratulate Elina and Zofia in Year 12 who have successfully 
become Arkwright Scholars this term. Both students began this process at the start of Year 
11 and had to complete a rigorous interview process which included a 2 hour examination. 

In being a scholar, the students will 
gain funds to aid their A levels in DT 
and Science, and monies for those departments which will 
fund future scholarship applications. They will also receive 
a dedicated engineering mentor, personal development 
mentoring, industry based development days and work 
experience during their A level and whilst at University with 
their industry sponsor. Elina will be mentored by the RAF,  
she hopes to enter  the RAF; after completing an 
engineering degree and Zofia will be mentored by Balfour 
Beatty. This is a fantastic achievement for both students 
and a credit to all their hard work.   
  Andrea Jack, Head of Design & Technology 

https://youtu.be/UhJtQPmA52c
https://youtu.be/UhJtQPmA52c
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Messages from the Headteacher 
I would like to start by once again praising our staff who educate your children and look after their wellbeing every 
day. They have certainly gone above and beyond during the pandemic. I am proud to work with outstanding 
colleagues who have demonstrated passion and commitment, even when faced with their own difficulties due to 
COVID. Having worked in a range of schools, I know how lucky we are to have them. I am sure you will agree with 
me, so please do take the time over the winter break to send an email of appreciation to them – kind words mean 
more than anything, not least at the end of this eventful year.  
 

I would also like to praise your children who have shown adaptability and consideration for others when working 
within the new arrangements we have had to put in place. They have adjusted to different ways of learning both in 
the classroom and remotely. They have been stoic in coping with isolation and kept their attendance to school high.  
 
Well done! 
 

Thank you to you, our parents and carers for your continued support. We really value this strong partnership. 
 

Thank You  
Patricia Kershaw is retiring as governors after 12 years of service to the school. Joining the board in 2008 as a Local 
Authority Governor, Patricia had 3 great passions: the performing arts, both spoken and written English, and most 
importantly, that schools should offer every student the opportunity of a great education, and particularly if they 
came from a disadvantaged background. During her time as a Governor, Patricia has pursued these passions to the 
benefit of every student within Mill Hill County High School. We have loved working with Patricia and have hugely 
appreciated the support she has offered us. We wish her well in her retirement but know she will keep in touch.  
 

Start of Term Arrangements  
Please see the latest Headteachers letter. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Staffing Update 

We are saying goodbye to three colleagues at the end of term. Ms Fiore (RS), Mr Thompson (Head of Year 8) who is 
moving on to become an Assistant Headteacher and Ms Howard (Assistant Headteacher) who will be taking up a 
position as Deputy Headteacher. In particular I want to take a moment to acknowledge Ms Howard’s contribution 
to the school over the last 21 years. Having been appointed as an English teacher, she went on to become a Head 
of Year and Assistant Head and her work has contributed to the strong reputation MHCHS has for high standards of 
behaviour, a legacy we intend to uphold. We wish them all well in their new roles. 
 

Mr Chapman (current Head of Year 12) will be taking over from Ms Howard as Assistant Headteacher 
Ms Stellato will be stepping up into Head of Year 12 
Ms Orton will be joining the team as Assistant Head of Year 12 

Ms Butler (Assistant Headteacher 6th Form) will be starting her maternity leave in January and we look forward to 
the exciting news to follow... 
Ms Wright (current Head of Year 13) will step up as Assistant Head to cover Ms Butler 
Ms Stackpole will step up as Head of Year 13 
Ms Solts will join the team as Assistant Head of Year 13 
Ms Farrell has also recently joined us as 6th Form Administrator 

Mr Payne (Head of PE) will be taking over from Mr Thompson as Head of Year 8   
 
And we welcome Mr Bell as Head of PE 

We also welcome Mr Lugg (English), Mr Mahmood (RS), Ms Whyte (Geography)  and Mr Beckles (Learning 
Support)  
 

Finally our new Exams Administrator is Ms Hirani.                          
 
 
 
                   Cont..  
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Mock Examination Contingency Plans 
We understand there may be anxiety around what happens if a student needs to isolate during the mock exam 
season in January. We want all students to get the best experience possible but know there is much curriculum 
still to cover and for this reason, we cannot extend the mock exam period for mop ups. If your child is told to 
isolate, they will be emailed the relevant exam paper on the relevant day as per the attached calendar and will be 
expected to complete this at home and email back to school the same day. 
More details about this have been shared by the exams team.  
 

IT Support for Remote Learning  
If your child has difficulties with remote learning due to IT access at home, please discuss further with your child’s 
Head of Year. 
 

Travel During School Holidays 

Some people may be hoping to travel abroad during 2021. Please be mindful of the latest travel restrictions to 
avoid your child having to miss school due to the need to isolate on return. If you do choose to travel with 
quarantine restrictions known on your date of departure, the absence will be unauthorised and you may be faced 
with a fixed penalty notice. 
 
On behalf of everyone at MHCHS, I wish you all a restful and healthy winter break and Merry Christmas to those 
celebrating in our community. Let us all wish for a swift return to normal in 2021.  
 

                 Andy Stainton, Headteacher 

Awards Ceremony 
Our annual Awards Ceremony is always a highlight of the school calendar. It 
affords parents, students, staff and governors the opportunity to celebrate 
the achievements of our students. Unfortunately, we have had to cancel it 
this year due to Covid restrictions. We do however still want to celebrate the 
success of our MHCHS community. Consequently, we will publish the names 
of our award winners and post certificates and prizes home after the 
holidays. I wish you all a pleasant Christmas break.  
                   
                                           Sarah Howard, Assistant Headteacher 

 
Maths Masterclass Tutorials - online 
tutoring programme for exceptional Maths 
students. 

Year 8 students Jack Fidler and Wania Khan have both been successful in 
being invited to continue with the Math's Masterclass programme. With 
limited places after the initial sessions, only students who had shown 
good attendance, performed well in the quizzes and homeworks, and received good tutor feedback on 
engagement and potential across the four sessions were offered a place at the next stage.  Both Jack and Wania 
did very well to secure a place.  Well done Wania and Jack! 
                     Tobin De Jong, Teacher of Maths 
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JACK PETCHEY 

The Jack Petchey Achievement Award scheme is back at Mill Hill County High School for another academic year. 
The scheme recognises and rewards the wider contributions and achievements that our students make to the 
school and the local community. So far this year, students from all year groups have been nominating their peers 
and have been excited about raising awareness about what they do inside and outside of school. My team and I 
have enjoyed reading through the many nominations and are pleased to announce the first three winners of this 
year.   
 

Our September award goes to Kian in Year 10. He was nominated by his 
peers for his commendable efforts in creating change. Rohan took a 
courageous step, and personally wrote to the Government in order to 
petition for a piece of land sandwiched between Egypt and Sudan, about 
the size of London, to be turned into a safe and modern refugee city. He 
got his peers to sign his plan and sent it off to Downing Street. Incredibly, 
Rohan received a headed letter from 10 Downing Street to thank him for 
his “excellent letter”. He then received a letter from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office which stated “your fresh thinking would be very 
much welcome if you ever consider a future career in foreign policy!” 
Rohan should be extremely proud of himself and is an excellent example of 
what a Jack Petchey winner should be. 
 

Our October winner is Emily in Year 12. Emily is the perfect example of a model student. She’s determined, 
resilient and committed to achieve the best of her ability. Not only that, she goes out of her way to help others 
with no intention of reward. Her diligent attitude can also be applied to her passion for the environment. During 
quarantine she seemed to change as a person, having a new outlook on her own life, and the lives of the people 
and environment around her. Continuously pressing on environmental change, Emily has shown real strength of 
character, and passion in what she believes in, which many people don't. Her passion stems for her love of the 
environment and wants to make so the school can take measures to becoming environmentally friendly. Her 
hard motivation and passion should not go unrecognised.  
 

Our final student award for this year goes to Amarachi in Year 13. She 
was nominated by her peers due to her endless commitment and 
contribution not only within our school community but also beyond, 
whilst highlighting her selflessness. Amarachi is an enthusiastic, good-
natured individual, and deserves an award for her optimistic attitude 
and her altruism. While she is very dedicated to her studies and her 
academic life, she also contributes to wider school life. She has shown a 
commitment to our school through her musical endeavours, such as her 
participation in the extra-curricular music activities in the sixth form 
and her participation at the music concerts in school. Amara is an 
outstanding example to her peers and we are thrilled that she has been 
recognised and rewarded.  
 

 
 
We would like to encourage as many nominations as possible this year so we can really raise awareness about 
our excellent students and the differences they are making inside and out of school.   
 
                                                           Srilasan Manijam 13DAR, Head of Student 
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Two Christmas competitions! 

 

Year 9 Hegarty Happy Holidays Competition! 
Calling for ALL Year 9 students!! 

 

Year 9 Parent/Carer The Maths department is launching 
“Hegarty Happy Holidays Competition” for all Year 9 students.  
Please encourage your child’s engagement with Hegarty Maths 
as much as possible over the Christmas holidays. 
 

The top 10 students in each of the following categories will get a 
prize: 
• Total learning time (quizzes and watching videos) 
• Total number of correct questions 
 

The prize for the winners is …...a Surprise!!… Find out in the new 
year! It would be great if you would support on encourage your 
child to participate.  
 

Thank you and we wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas! 
                Maths Department (Ms Qzang (Maths TA) and Mr De Jong) 
 

Year 7 and 8 Accelerated Reader Christmas Competition! 
Year 7 and 8 Parents/Carer—The English department have launched an “Accelerated Reader Christmas 
Competition.” The competition is for all students in Years 7 and 8. The aim is to encourage your child to engage and 
read as much as they can over the Christmas holidays.  The winners will be the students who have read the most 
words! There will be one winner from each class! The prize will be a book for the winners! Your support with this 
would be much appreciated. Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year!        

                       
                             Ms Savage (English TA) 
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