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Letter from Chair of Governors 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

As we approach the end of this term having navigated the recent return to school, I think we are all looking 
forward with hope to a return to normality in our lives, although normal has probably been re-defined. 
As a Governing Body we are hugely appreciative of the Head, the SLT, teaching and support staff, students and 
parents/carers for how you have coped during the pandemic. 
 

The school staff have worked extremely hard to support your children with their education whilst providing them 
with a safe environment.  They have adapted to the frequently issued changes from the DfE and I am sure we all 
acknowledge the massive challenge they have faced with your children’s welfare their highest priority. 
We send our heartfelt sympathy to those families and staff of the school who have lost loved ones during the 
pandemic or suffered in any way physically, mentally or financially over the last year. 
The students’ behaviour in adapting to the circumstances, from attendance to compliance with safety measures 
and acceptance of testing has been heart-warming.  To hear how they have thanked the volunteers for making 
their return to school feasible I hope makes you proud.  
 

We sadly say goodbye this term to retiring Deputy Head, Steve Smith.  For many this is the end of an era.  Mr 
Smith has been an integral part of the running of the school and has spent over 34 of his 39 years in the teaching 
profession at MHCHS making his mark on many young impressionable lives in the classroom and on the ski 
slopes.  He would happily have retired a little earlier but stayed to assist us through the pandemic and we now 
wish him well in his retirement and many years enjoying his own family, his history books, more golf and Chelsea 
FC. 
 

With best wishes to you all.  

 

Jill Hamilton 

Chair of Governors 
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Note from the Headteacher 
 

So, not quite the term we had hoped for, but I think we have survived in generally good shape! The students are 
back in school, attendance is high and it is great to see them learning and rebuilding relationships after lockdown. 
We have now conducted three in school lateral flow tests for all the students who gave consent and we have had 
zero positive results from that. For those that have started home testing, there have been two false-positives from 
the Lateral Flow Testing which were subsequently confirmed as negative by the more precise PCR tests. All 
students will be in receipt of enough home test kits to cover the Easter break. Please continue to use these and 
report any positive test results to us. Alongside this the use of hand washing / sanitising, wearing of masks and 
social distancing will ensure we do not have to isolate groups of students next term. Thank you for your continued 
support with this. Currently the guidance on face coverings in all spaces inside school has not changed so we expect 
to continue with this in the summer term. If this guidance changes we will advise you accordingly.  
 

At the time of writing we are still awaiting guidance from the exam boards on the requirements for assessment and 
support for our Year 11 and 13 students. What we do know is that work undertaken next term will need to be kept 
in school once assessed. Mr Edwards will write in more detail to students and families once we have the further 
guidance.  
 

Thank you for all your support and positivity during this difficult time. We look forward to calmer waters next term 
and wish you all a restful break .  

Andy Stainton, Headteacher 

Free Easter holiday and food activities available in Barnet    
  
The school holidays are a time for children and young people to relax and have fun and we believe that every 
family across Barnet deserves a healthy and fulfilling holiday.  
 

 London Borough of Barnet have teamed up with the Young Barnet Foundation to bring you Barnet’s Active, 
Creative and Engaging holidays (BACE), recently named by Barnet’s young people and highlights exactly what the 
holiday programme is all about!  
 

It’s free for children aged 5-16 years over Easter. BACE holidays is available to families in Barnet that are receiving 
Free Schools Meals. To register your interest visit: barnetyouth.uk/BACEHolidays  

We would also like to wish Steven Turnbull good luck, as he is leaving at the end of this term. He has been involved 
in many activities around school as well as working in the SEN department, his musical accompaniment at Christ-
mas is a regular feature which we will miss. 

http://www.barnet.gov.uk/BACEHolidays
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Online Safety — Discord 
 
Please see below a poster produced by National Online Safety which is designed to give parents more 
information about the social media app Discord. We are aware that a significant number of students across the 
school are using Discord and the poster identifies some of the potential associated dangers with this. It also 
helpfully outlines seven steps that parents/carers can take to help young people stay safe if they choose to use 
the app.  

Mr Chapman, Assistant Headteacher, Designated Safeguard Lead 
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 SUCCESS OF A PAST STUDENT 
 Jacob Collier: The Grammy winner 
 
Jacob has just won his fifth Grammy, the first person ever to do so for their   
first four albums. Jacob and his sisters Ella and Sophie were fully educated 
at Mill Hill County High School and their mother, Susan, as well as being a 
Professor of music at the Royal Academy also taught music at Mill Hill 
County High School.  

Congratulations to Jacob from all at Mill Hill County High School 

Comic Relief 
 

The Charities Head Students hit the ground running after lockdown by 
organising a Raffle to raise funds for Comic Relief. This was advertised 
through Form Tutors and tickets were sold on parentpay. The team raised a 
total of £234.00 and were thrilled to offer first, second and third place prizes 
of vouchers, a gift basket and stationary to the following  
students: 
        
        1st place: Tomas Siso-Chan — Year 7 
 2nd place: Janiel Liwag —Year 8 
 3rd Place: Kai Gardner —Year 7 
 

We would like to thank everyone who shared in our community spirit and bought tickets to help support our 
students efforts.  
           The Charities Team 

What a day!! My 5th Grammy. My heart is full and my mind exploded. Thank you 
all SO much for your love, care and companionship - not just yesterday, but 
throughout this past decade of my musical life. My heart boggles at what is yet to 
be explored   pic.twitter.com/PKn9Tsy7RI 

• Jacob Collier (@jacobcollier) March 15, 2021  

Information: EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS)  

The Home Office would appreciate your support in reminding parents, families, young people and your staff that if 
they are an EU, EEA or Swiss citizen, they and their family members may be eligible to apply to the EU Settlement 
Scheme (EUSS). The application deadline, for those who were living in the UK by the end of the transition period at 
23:00 GMT on 31 December 2020, is 30 June 2021. 
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