
A Level Business Studies Bridging work 
 
Business is a popular course that is firmly grounded in the reality of the dynamic business environment. 
Students will learn subject content alongside real business events such as the global recession and the 
leadership of great entrepreneurs such as Lord Sugar and Sir Richard Branson to bring theory to life. The 
subject explores the challenges and issues of starting and running a business and examines the different 
functional areas including Human Resources, Finance, Marketing and Operations. 
 
This document will provide you with a brief outline of the course structure and a reading list of sources 
and videos. You may wish to use these sources before and throughout the course to improve your wider 
understanding. This document also contains some interesting and fun activities to get you ready for the 
first few weeks of the course. 
 
To ensure you are well prepared before you start the course you are to complete the following tasks.  
 

Task 1 

Find two Business articles that you find interesting, one on a UK based business and the other on a 

business that operates in an- other country. Summarise them in 50 words per article. The news articles 

must be within the last 3 months. Please include a link to the article you are summarising. 



 Task 2 

Vicky Morgan is the managing director of Yorkshire Vets. She currently employs 18 staff; this includes a 

mixture of vets, vet nurses and administrative staff. As she has seen profits rise over the last few years 

Vicky is looking to expand her practice. Her two options are to invest in a Hydrotherapy pool for dogs, 

or to buy another x-ray ma- chine that she can use in house. The x– ray machine would mean that her 

competitors would send their patients to her for a fee. The Hydrotherapy pool will cost £2,400 and the 

x-ray will cost £5,500. 

She already has staff that are trained in Hydrotherapy but would need to get some of her staff 

trained to use the x-ray at a probable cost of £250 per member of staff. 

The following table represents the return that Vicky expects the new machines to bring to the business 

over the next five years. 

 

 Hydrotherapy Pool 
£ 

X-ray 
machin

e 
£ 

Year 1 450 1120 

Year 2 600 1220 

Year 3 875 1000 

Year 4 960 1800 

Year 5 1020 1600 

 
Which one should Vicky invest in? Fully justify your answer. 

Your answer should be a minimum of half an A4 page. 

 
Task 3  
 
Brexit 
 

The UK has voted to leave the European Union. The UK and EU have provisionally agreed on the 

three "divorce" issues of how much the UK owes the EU, what happens to the Northern Ireland 

border and what happens to UK citizens living elsewhere in the EU and EU citizens living in the UK. 

Talks have now moved on to future. 

How will BREXIT impact businesses in your area? 
 
 
In order to find out we would like you to conduct some primary research. 

Visit 3 different businesses in your area, for example a hairdresser, a butcher, a dry cleaner. 

 



 Key questions to ask: 

Q1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how likely is it that BREXIT will affect your Business, 1 not very likely, 10 

very likely. 

Q2. On a scale of 1 to 10 do you think BREXIT will have a positive or negative impact on your 

Business, 1 very negative, 10 very positive. 

Q3. Do you currently purchase any stock from Europe? If so, have you seen or do you expect to see a 

change in the price? 

 
 
Task 4 
 
Reading list 
 
Choose at least one of these books to read and summarise in a 2 page document. Wider reading is 
especially important to contextualise the content but also makes a good basis to any UCAS personal 
statement. 
 

1. Age of Discovery: Navigating the Risks and Rewards of Our New Renaissance: (Ian Goldin & 
Chris Kutarna) 

2. Alibaba: The House that Jack Ma Built (Duncan Clark) – The rise of the Chinese corporate giant 
3. Art of Strategy (Dixit and Nalebuff) – especially good for Game Theory examples and analysis 
4. If I Could Tell You Just One Thing...: Most Valuable Advice from Remarkable People: (Richard 

Reed) 
5. Risk Savvy - How to make good decisions (Gerd Gigerenzer) – the world of heuristics and risk 

management 
6. The Everything Store: Jeff Bezos and the Age of Amazon (Brad Stone) – a great page turner 
7. The Great Convergence: Information Technology and the New Globalization (Richard Baldwin) 
8. The Upstarts: How Uber and Airbnb are changing the world (Brad Stone) Follow up to his work 

on Amazon 
9. Thinking Fast and Thinking Slow: (Professor Daniel Kahneman) – the classic Kahneman epic 

 
 
Task 5 
 
Use the following website to make notes of the first unit content Business Opportunities 
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=737. Notes should be take on the 
following topics -  
1 - Enterprise and business planning 
2 - Market structure types and segmentation 
3 - Demand and supply 
4 - Market research 
5 - Consumer protection 
6 - Business structure 
7 - Stakeholders 
8 – Location 
9 - Business finance 
10 - Costs and break even 

https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=737

