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Read at least one of the following modern novels. They are all love stories. If 
you have already read one or more of them, choose one you haven’t read. 
Enduring Love by Ian McEwan 
Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
The End of the Affair by Graham Greene 
Bridget Jones’s Diary by Helen Fielding 
An American Marriage by Tayari Jones 
High Fidelity by Nick Hornby 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D H Lawrence 
Captain Corelli’s Mandolin by Louis de Bernieres 
Normal People by Sally Rooney 
 
Read at least one of the following 19th century novels. They are all love stories. 
If you have already read one or more of them, choose one you haven’t read. 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 



Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
Lady Chatterley’s Lover by D H Lawrence 
 
 
 
Once you have read both a 19th century and modern novel, prepare a 
presentation about one of the books you have read. Be prepared to talk 
about: 

 The story, in detail. What kind of a love story is it, and what does it tell 
us about 

 love? 

 The main characters and how they react to being in love: what is 
particular about the 
lovers in this story? 

 The way the love story is presented: what can you say about the way the 
story is 
told? E.g. the perspective of the narrator, the tone of voice, any shifts in 
narrative 
perspective, the structure of the narrative (including whether the story 
is told in 
strictly chronological order), and whether or how any of this affects the 
way you 
read the story. 

 The author and how their own life may have influenced the story or the 
way it is 
presented. 

Your presentation should not involve IT. It should not be a Powerpoint 
presentation, but 
should just be you talking, with interest and enthusiasm, about the text you 

chose. 

 

 

 

Shakespeare plays to watch online 

Twelfth Night: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VuuPhAp-

ig&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=5&safe=true 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VuuPhAp-ig&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=5&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VuuPhAp-ig&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=5&safe=true


The main plot revolves around mistaken identities and unrequited love. Both 

Olivia and Orsino are attracted to Viola, who is disguised as a young man; and 

Viola's brother, Sebastian, finds that he is loved not only by Antonio but also by 

Olivia. 

Julius Caesar: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JInTNKLaEI4&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8

FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=15&safe=true 

Fearful that Caesar will become a tyrant, his friends plot to assassinate him in 

order to save Rome. But the conspirators' high principles clash with personal 

malice and ambition, and as they vie to manipulate the mob, the nation is 

plunged into bloody civil war. 

 

The Tempest:  

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slvIfbCWcS0&safe=true 

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIfQMiOrRjA&safe=true 

Prospero, long exiled from Italy with his daughter Miranda, seeks to use his 

magical powers to defeat his former enemies. Eventually, having proved 

merciful, he divests himself of that magic, his 'art', and prepares to return to 

the mainland. The Tempest has often been regarded as Shakespeare's 'farewell 

to the stage' before his retirement. 

 

There are a wider range of Shakespeare’s play available on the Globe Player 

from Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. However, you do have to pay to rent or 

purchase these: 

https://globeplayer.tv/ 

 

Free audiobooks on audible: 
These classic novels can be accessed using the following link. No payment or 
login details are required: 
https://stories.audible.com/discovery 
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JInTNKLaEI4&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=15&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JInTNKLaEI4&list=PLT6zlV94UtITIScdLQ_8FzJcsUrjZQbH6&index=15&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=slvIfbCWcS0&safe=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIfQMiOrRjA&safe=true
https://globeplayer.tv/
https://stories.audible.com/discovery


Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 
Persuasion by Jane Austen 
The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
The Curious Case of Benjamin Button by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 

Podcasts: 
Radio 4 Bookclub: A group of readers talk to acclaimed authors about their 
best-know novels. There are plenty of episodes to choose from, these are just 
some suggestions of episodes based on books I think you may have read or are 
likely to enjoy if you do give them a read. 

 ‘Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine’ by Gail Honeyman – 8 Jul 2019 

 ‘Do No Harm’ by Henry Marsh – 7 Jun 2015 

 ‘Room’ by Emma Donoghue – 1 Jun 2014 

 ‘The Kite Runner’ by Khaled Hosseini – 2 Feb 2014 

 ‘The Time Traveller’s Wife’ by Audrey Niffenegger – 8 Jul 2013 

 Alice Sebold – The Lovely Bones – 6 Jan 2008 

 Lionel Shriver – We Need to Talk About Kevin – 5 Mar 2006 

 Philip Pullman – 7 May 2000 
 
The Waterstones Podcast 
Episode 2 – Friendship, discusses ‘The Hate You Give’ ‘Slay in Your Lane’ 
 
The Penguin Podcast 
Philip Pullman Live – 5 Nov 2019 
Malorie Blackman Live – 11 Sep 2019 
 
 
 
 
Documentaries to watch: 
Novels that shaped our world 
Episode 1: A Woman’s Place 
This episode shows the way that women writers, women readers and women's 
lives have been central to the novel. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000b8mf/novels-that-shaped-our-
world-series-1-1-a-womans-place 
Episode 2: The Empire Writes Back 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000b8mf/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-1-a-womans-place
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000b8mf/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-1-a-womans-place


A look at how the novel has marched in lock step with the rise, decline and fall 
of the British Empire. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bhgt/novels-that-shaped-our-
world-series-1-2-the-empire-writes-back 
Episode 3: The Class Ceiling 
This episode deals with class in all its shapes and sizes, from all sides of the 
class divide, in the UK, USA and India. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bpvx/novels-that-shaped-our-
world-series-1-3-the-class-ceiling 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bhgt/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-2-the-empire-writes-back
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bhgt/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-2-the-empire-writes-back
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bpvx/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-3-the-class-ceiling
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000bpvx/novels-that-shaped-our-world-series-1-3-the-class-ceiling

