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Dear Parent /Carer,            3rd December 2020 
 

Arkwright Awards 
I would like to start with some excellent news form our Design & Technology Department: 
 

The D&T department wishes to congratulate Elina Bulman and Zofia Struzik in Year 12 who 
have successfully become Arkwright Scholars this term. Both students began this process 
at the start of Year 11 and had to complete a rigorous interview process which included a 2 
hour examination. In being a scholar the students will gain funds to aid their A levels in DT 
and Science, monies for those departments which will fund future scholarship applications, 
as well as a dedicated engineering mentor, personal development mentoring, industry 
based development days and work experience during their A level and whilst at University 
with their industry sponsor. Elina will be mentored by the RAF, she hopes to enter the RAF 
after completing an engineering degree, and Zofia will be mentored by Balfour Beatty. This 
is a fantastic achievement for both students and a credit to all their hard work. 

 
I am sure you will join with me to congratulate both students and also to thank the staff who have 
supported them along this journey. We look forward to hearing of the exciting developments to 
come.  
 
Examinations 2021 
Today the government has announced, again via the media rather than directly to schools, a 
number of changes to the way examinations will run this year. We are still awaiting the detail of the 
proposals to provide our students and you, their parents, clarity. Until then, the government 
announcement can be read here. 
 
COVID update 
Schools across Barnet are seeing a slight rise in positive cases in the last week. MHCHS has had 
one each in Year 11, Year 10 and Year 7. As you can see none of the students are in the same 
classes or areas and transmission is most likely happening outside of school in the community or 
family setting. We continue to follow Public Health Guidance and empathise with the dislocation of 
learning this creates but continue to strive to provide quality remote learning to those who are 
isolating.  
Thank you to those parents who have taken the time to praise the work of the school at this time. 
It really does mean the world to the team here and provides the encouragement to continue to go 
the extra mile at this difficult time. In return we are grateful for the support you give your children 
when they are isolating, encouraging them to keep going too.   
 
Finally, I include an email from a member of the public which, I believe, reflects the fine qualities 
our students demonstrate in school every day: 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-measures-to-support-students-ahead-of-next-summers-exams
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Dear Mr Stainton, 
 
I am writing to express the admiration I have for your students during this pandemic. Every 
morning, I take the 251 from Arnos Grove to Mill Hill, a commute I share with many of your 
students. Before the pandemic, your students were always kind, well-mannered members of the 
community. They have always been respectful of fellow passengers on their journey, remaining 
quiet and calm whilst also cheering everyone up with their bright and sunny demeanours. 
 
During the pandemic, however, your pupils have truly shined. Every single one of your students 
on my bus has worn a facemask properly and at all times. They are vigilant and take care around 
their fellow vulnerable and elderly passengers, ensuring that they give up their seats to those less 
able to stand, and maintaining a safe distance in light of the pandemic. They are a shining 
example not only to other schools, but to many of the adults who also share our commute. 
 
I can’t imagine what a difficult and stressful period this must be for your students and school. 
Your students are having to cope with so many restrictions and additional anxieties on top of their 
regular problems and stresses- yet unfailingly, they remain polite, cheerful and friendly to each 
other and to those around them. 
 
They are an absolute credit to you, to your school and to the community at large. You should be 
very proud of them and the staff at your school who have done such an excellent job of helping 
them develop into stellar role models for all of us. 
 
Thank you once again to you, to your staff and most importantly to your students. 
 
Thank you for your continued support  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


