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5th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  

 

Remote Learning During Lockdown  

As you will know from the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, schools will be closed until at least February 

half term for all students apart from those who are in the vulnerable or critical worker child categories. This is 

certainly not what any of us wanted and we know that the announcement that exams have been cancelled will be 

causing particular anxiety for our students in Years 11 & 13. This letter details the way MHCHS will continue to 

deliver quality learning and care over the coming weeks.  

Remote learning 

• Government guidance has an expectation for 4 hours of delivery. This means that students will follow their normal 
timetable P1-4 only. Family life in lockdown can be more tricky and the earlier finish will allow your family greater 
flexibility 

• The remote day will run as follows:  
 

Period 1 8:45-9:45 

Period 2 9:45-10:45 

Break 10:45-11:00 

Period 3 11:00-12:00 

Period 4 12:00-13:00 
 

• Some subjects may set additional learning for the afternoon especially if too many lessons are lost due to the 
shorter day. Subject teachers will alert their classes directly. 

• All work will be set on Googleclassroom. Teachers have made swift progress since the last lockdown in using this 
platform and many sessions may be delivered live, although to support both you and staff with work/life balance we 
do not expect all sessions to be delivered this way, some may be recorded. This will give families flexibility to 
manage the learning time especially if IT or workspaces need to be shared. 

• Live sessions may be recorded for the class to refer back to or for those who were unable to attend the session. 
This may include images of class participants. The recordings are for school use only but students who do not wish 
to be recorded must turn off their camera during the session. 

• Please remind your child they must only attend their own class session not anyone else’s and they will only be 
admitted if they are using their school email account. Students using personal email accounts will not be admitted 
and will be expected to catch up later. 

• Teachers will make it clear when work needs to be submitted and departments will follow their usual feedback 
protocols.  

• Further advice on keeping your children safe online will be issued later this week 
  
Critical worker and vulnerable children 

• School remains open for children who are vulnerable and for those of critical workers. Definitions for these groups 
can be found here.  

• Please contact your child’s Head of Year if your child meets the criteria and you wish your child to access on site 
learning.  

• This will be in the form of teacher support whilst students complete remote learning activities in a computer room.  

• Dependent on numbers, new bubbles may be formed of students in a couple of year groups per room.  

• School based sessions will run for P1-3 above, at which time students will be able to go home for lunch and then 
access P4 learning from home in the afternoon. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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Free School Meals 

• Families eligible for free school meals will receive an electronic voucher from Wonde to be used in supermarkets. 
You will receive enough to cover the 6-week lockdown. Please check your junk mailbox if you have not received 
this by Monday. If you have any further queries please email admin@mhchs.org.uk for the attention of Maja 
Raskovic, Business Director 
 

Cancelled Examinations 
Accompanying this letter is the text from a message sent to our Year 11 & Year 13 students whose exams were 
cancelled last night. We know this has created much anxiety for the students who are concerned about achieving 
the grades they deserve. Michael Gove MP was doing the media circuit earlier today and inferred the exams would 
be replaced with school-based assessments, externally moderated. We have not received confirmation of this and 
OFQUAL has been tasked to consult on the way ahead so it may be weeks before we can provide clarity. Be 
assured as soon as we know, you and the students will know.  
In the meantime:  

• Year 11 and 13 mocks are cancelled in the interests of fairness, but departments may still choose to include exam 
style assessment questions as they see fit.  

• Students have been told they still need to keep up to date with the work and any assessments as it will keep their 
study skills sharp for when they progress to the next stage of their learning next year.  

• Students will continue to be taught the remaining curriculum and potentially extension or bridging work to ensure 
they are best prepared for the next step in their learning journey.  

• We will be expecting them to meet the usual high standards of engagement with learning. We will not give up on 
them so that they can avoid the trap of giving up themselves. As parents you will play a vital role in keeping their 
spirits up at this uncertain time.  
 

Lateral Flow Testing  
A huge thank you to the 70+ parents and carers who stepped up to volunteer to help with the lateral flow testing in 
school. Obviously, this is now on hold but may be necessary for when the students return full time. We will keep 
your details and be in touch later this half term once it is clearer what the next steps are. In the meantime, if you 
have not completed the consent form to give or deny permission for your child to undertake the test, please complete 
it this week:  https://forms.gle/ua2XEKstQ4twp5cz7 We must have a response for all children so that it is clear who 
can take the test 
 

Year 12 Parents Evening  

• This will continue remotely using School Cloud and is in the calendar for Wednesday 3rd February 2021. More 
details to follow nearer the time.  
 

In line with government guidance there will be skeleton staff on site during the school day with most working 
remotely from home. If you have any concerns about access to learning or welfare, then please contact your child’s 
Head of Year. If you have a concern about the safety of a child from MHCHS then please email Ian Chapman, 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: chapmani@mhchs.org.uk   
 

Thank you for your continued support and on behalf of everyone at MHCHS, I wish you all good health and look 
forward to our students returning to us later in the Spring.  
     
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 
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