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5th March 2021 
 

Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
It was lovely to see Year 10 students back in school for their first Lateral Flow Test today, even if 
only briefly. We look forward to them returning fully on Monday and gradually welcoming our other 
year groups back in to the MHCHS family in the subsequent days.  
 
It many ways it feels like the start of a new school year. As such we will ensure that students are 
reminded of our expectations, are reorientated in the school environment but most importantly know 
that we are there to support them, especially our examination students. Many old habits may be 
rusty, but we are sure they will regain them rapidly when they rejoin us. In return, please ensure 
your child is fully equipped for learning, including carrying face coverings unless medically exempt, 
and is out of the house early enough to arrive on time.  
 
Improving the Learning Environment 
An unforeseen advantage of lockdown has been our ability to make improvements to our learning 
environment. A major project has been to replace the dim fluorescent lighting across the school with 
brighter, energy saving LED lighting which will also reduce our carbon footprint, thanks to a 
government grant. 
 
Secondly, we have started a roll out of replacing our old electronic whiteboards with Touchscreen 
TVs. Again, these will reduce waste as projectors and their expensive bulbs are no longer needed. 
For learning, the Touchscreens also have greater functionality, enabling more engaging learning for 
our students. We aim to complete the upgrade of the whole site by the end of the summer. 
 

       
 
World Book Day  
Yesterday was the annual World Book Day celebration. We were unable to celebrate the joy of 
reading as we normally would on this day, but at MHCHS all departments emphasise the 
importance of reading for learning and enjoyment throughout the year.  
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It is very easy with new technologies to spend more time reading short tweets and social media 
posts. However, as parents and educators we should encourage more in depth reading of 
newspapers, journals, novels, poems and scripts. This will broaden a child’s vocabulary, introduce 
them to arguments and critical ideas and transport them to different worlds through character’s 
experiences.  
 
So, through you, I am setting your child a challenge – every day, ask them what they have learnt 
from something they have read. It could be a new fact, a point of view on an issue or how a 
character felt in their story and why.   
 
As the students return, we will also be distributing World Book Day Tokens which they can 
exchange for a range of books. See the World Book Day website for more information. 
 
International Women’s Day – Monday 8th March  
International Women's Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political 
achievements of women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. 
Significant activity is witnessed worldwide as groups come together to celebrate women's 
achievements or rally for women's equality.  

Marked annually on March 8th, International Women's Day (IWD) is one of the most important days 
of the year to: 

• celebrate women's achievements 
• raise awareness about women's equality 
• lobby for accelerated gender parity 
• fundraise for female-focused charities 

Final reflections 
Reflecting on the two themes above. I would like us to acknowledge and celebrate the women who 
steer us and our children, whether it be a mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, family friend, teacher, 
mentor, colleague or boss. We have all been influenced by important women in our lives. As the 
child of a single parent, my mum was an outstanding role model for me:  boundless love and 
encouragement, whilst working hard and developing her career to provide for me. She always 
prioritised reading and education as a way to remove social barriers that may otherwise hold me 
back. Much of what I have achieved, and what I want for your children, is as a result of the values 
she nurtured in me.  
 
Although there has been some progress, there is still work to be done on gender inequality in the 
UK. MHCHS is committed to growing confidence and providing opportunity to our young women to 
support them in developing skills to become the leaders of their generation. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.worldbookdaysocial.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Fundraising

