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11th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent /Carer,          

 

I would like to start by wishing the school's Jewish community Hanukkah Sameach! 
 

As you will have seen reported in the media, positive test cases are on the rise across London, most 
significantly in the East London Boroughs and the Department of Health announced that it would be 
mass-screening secondary school age children in that region. This does not apply to Barnet. This week, 
however, we have seen our highest number of positive tests reported resulting in many students being 
required to isolate. But as some isolate, others have returned, and there have been no identifiable 
"super-spreaders" within school so there has been no need to move whole year groups to remote 
learning at this stage. It remains that case that transmission seems to be in the wider community rather 
than school. We are not complacent and will continue to keep a daily watch on this.  
 

Isolation Period 
Today the Chief Medical Officers announced that the isolation period will reduce to 10 days from the 
current 14. Currently we are being advised by DfE to continue with 14 days isolation. If the advice 
changes next week, we will contact families with students isolating to confirm the new return date if it is 
prior to the end of term. Confusion frequently arises from announcements made in the media prior to 
notification to those who have to action it. This has been, and no doubt will continue to be, a source of 
frustration to us all.  
 

End of term 
The final day of term is Thursday 17th December and students will finish at the normal time.  
 

Start of Term 
The first day back is Monday 4th January. In order to support our examination students accessing 
specialist facilities to complete practical elements of their courses, we will be changed some bubble 
zones. In order to facilitate this; students will be starting at different times. 
• Year 11 only are to be on site by 8:30 to sit their first mock exam which starts at 8:45am 
• All other Year groups are to be on site at 10:45am to line up in their playgrounds and escorted to 

their form rooms by their tutors.  
In order to maintain zones, we cannot accommodate students being on site earlier than their allocated 
time. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

Mock Examination Contingency Plans 
We understand there may be anxiety around what happens if a student needs to isolate during the 
mock exam season in January. We want all students to get the best experience possible but know there 
is much curriculum still to cover and for this reason, we cannot extend the mock exam period for mop 
ups. If your child is told to isolate, they will be emailed the relevant exam paper on the relevant day as 
per the calendar and will be expected to complete this at home and email back to school. More 
information will be issued by the exams team by Monday with the relevant timetable.  
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Finally, we hope not to have to contact anyone about the need to isolate during the winter break, 
however this may be an eventuality. If your child receives a positive test result between Friday 18th 
December and Monday 21st December please send the NHS confirmation to leonarda@mhchs.org.uk. 
Any positive test results that come in from Tuesday 22nd December, please contact NHS Test and 
Trace for advice.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 
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