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12th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
  
Happy New Year to our Chinese community! Hopefully this will presage a return towards normality in the next 
half term.  
 
As ever, I would like to thank you for your support of home learning. We know that as time has gone by it may 
have become more difficult to motivate ourselves during this lockdown, but we also know from our monitoring 
that engagement remains high and the positive emails we continue to receive from you confirm the balance 
we have aimed to achieved to create a decent work/life balance for all. One of the things people have found 
difficult with remote learning is the limitations on interaction.  
 
After half term we will be piloting a Cameras On Week, as we believe seeing each other will help our community 
to stay better connected. Anna Hamilton, Assistant Headteacher, outlines our plans below: 
 
Working on your own at home can feel quite isolating at times. We have had lots of requests from parents, 
staff and students about the possibility and potential positive wellbeing impact of students having their cameras 
on during live lessons. We agree that this would be the ideal situation for live lessons as it would allow staff to 
engage, question and check for understanding more effectively. Initially, we gave students the choice about 
whether to have their cameras on or not and as not all students chose to, many others soon followed suit and 
turned them off. With your help, we would like to get as many cameras back on as possible. Staff will be asking 
all their students to turn cameras on in their live lessons after half term and we need you to help us make this 
happen by getting your child to do so. If there is a valid reason why this is not possible then please let me 
know, otherwise, we look forward to seeing your child's camera on during their live lessons which will help us 
make them even more engaging and effective. 
 
Please note that there may be some lessons or parts of lessons where staff ask for cameras to be off, for 
example if students are working on a task independently, or the teacher is screen sharing. This is at the 
teacher's discretion. 
 
Please note the following safeguarding protocols: 
• Many live lessons are recorded and posted on Google Classroom. They are only accessible to the class 
that has been recorded. Parents and students must not record live lessons; they are recorded and used by 
staff for educational purposes only within MHCHS. 
• Where possible, students should be in an appropriate communal room with an open door and 
parents/guardians or a trusted adult should be in the same premises while the lesson takes place. 
• Students should have a neutral background behind them. Students can use one of the backgrounds 
provided on Google Meet. These can be found in the Settings menu by clicking on the three dots in bottom 
right-hand corner of the screen in Google Meet. 

 
First Day Back  
After a well-deserved break, students will resume their virtual learning on Monday February 22nd. On that day 
registration will take place as normal at 8.30am. Students will then remain in forms during Period 1 which will 
allow tutors to remind them of our remote learning expectations and protocols. As a fun return to learning, 
tutors will also be launching the Mill Hill County Lockdown Challenge, a list of ten challenges to complete 
before lockdown is lifted. There will be prizes available for each year group and more information to come after 
half-term. 
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Return to school  
The Prime Minister is due to make an announcement in the 22nd February outlining the roadmap to coming 
out of lockdown for all sectors. The 8th March was announced as a possible date for schools to return, but this 
is an ambition rather than definite, and it is likely to be a staged return as it was at the end of the summer 
lockdown. We will advise you further on how we will bring our community back together once the details have 
been announced.  
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
We have had a 90% return on the consent request for lateral flow testing for our students. We are continue to 
follow up those yet to reply but currently 80% have given consent for LFT to take place which is far higher than 
national. There is continuing debate about the efficacy of these tests, but I am sure they will give us all greater 
confidence for a safe return. It’s another tool we have which is better than none at all. Once we know when 
students will return we will need to conduct two tests at least 3 days apart before students will return to the 
classroom in school. During this time remote learning will continue and you will be notified of the schedule for 
when your child should come in to school for the test alone and their subsequent return date. This will increase 
the safety for the school community before the students return full time.  
 
OFQUAL conclusion to consultation on awarding grades in Summer 2021 
In the first week back, OFQUAL are due to publish the final details on how grades will be awarded for our 
students in Years 11-13. As soon as we have the detail, we will be able to guide you further on what is required 
from the students as evidence to inform their grade. 
 
Recovery from Lockdown – we will be fine!  
There is much debate around lost learning and “catching-up” feeding a narrative that this generation of 
students are failing and will have to put in extra work to achieve success. We do not agree with this. This 
generation of students have experienced unprecedented disruption to their learning which naturally will be 
patchier than during normal times. I want to reassure you that we should not worry too much about this. All 
students across the world are in the same position and any knowledge that has not been covered as broadly 
or deeply is not a disaster in the long term. The exam boards will still standardise the grades so that no child 
suffers; universities will be mindful of their offers; our students long lives will remain full of opportunity; they will 
continue to learn.  
 
At MHCHS we will be focusing our resources on RECOVERY not CATCH-UP. Students will need to recover 
the skills to function positively within a large community again: taking turns, contributing respectfully in 
discussion, following collective rules, reclaiming a passion for learning, re-motivating, getting organised. Each 
year group will have its own discrete priorities for recovery from this pandemic and we have already started 
discussions about what we need to put in place for them whether it be re-induction for our younger students, 
exam preparation for our older students or emotional support to re-instil the resilience needed for life-learning 
learning. Rather than an extension to the school year or school day which research has said costs much but 
has little impact, our recovery plan will be more nuanced to meet the needs of individual students. We are 
excited about rediscovering our MHCHS community and the potential we have for doing extraordinary things. 
We will we keep you up to date with our recovery after our students have returned and we have been able to 
prioritise their needs.  
 
I wish you all a restful, screen-free half term!  
    
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


