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17th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  

 
Start of Spring Term 
 

We have just learnt today, again through the media, of the government’s plan to stagger the start of the 
new term for secondary age students. I am sorry that I am having to write to you in the last hour of the 
term about this, and I live in hope that DfE will consider their timelines better in the New Year.  
 
In light of this, the plan for January is as follows:  
 

Monday 4th January 2021 • Year 11 return to school for 8.30am for their Mock 
exams 

• Year 13 return to school for 10.45am, P3 will be 
form time, lessons from P4 onwards 

• The school remains open for vulnerable children 
and those of critical workers from 10.45am 

• All other year groups will move to remote learning 
via GoogleClassroom and follow their usual 
timetable of lessons from home starting P4 

• The delayed start is to allow staff time to prepare 
for the new term changes. 

Monday 11th January 2021 • All year groups return to school for full timetable 
learning, P1 will be form time, lessons from P2 
onwards. 

 
For those yet to experience remote learning, this will be uploaded to GoogleClassroom during the 
allocated period on your child’s timetable. We know that some families may require flexibility, so the 
minimum we expect from teachers are clear instructions on a voiceover PowerPoint or one with a video 
overlay.  
 
Your child may also be invited to attend a live session where they can log in to the teacher delivering 
the learning directly to them at the timetabled time slot.  
 
Parents of children in the vulnerable or critical worker category may decide that this is the safest way of 
working during that first week, but school will be open for those students if you prefer to send them in. If 
your child is in these categories and you intend to send them in during the first week, please confirm 
this in an email to your child’s Head of Year.  
 
If your child needs support with IT to access the work, please contact your child’s Head of Year who will 
pick this up in January. 
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Lateral Flow Testing   
There has been much made in the media this week of the testing that will be taking place in schools in 
the New Year. I need to manage your expectations on what will be possible and how long this will take 
to set up. Schools will not be ready from day 1 of the new term as the plan, which I received late 
yesterday, requires a designated room (we are currently using all for the bubble zoning), recruitment of 
an additional 9 staff to administer the testing programme, acquisition of a significant amount of PPE 
and other logistical arrangements including obtaining your permission for your child to undergo a test in 
school and not least how we schedule this for 200 staff a week plus any children in proximity of a 
positive case daily. All without any financial support or deployment of additional staff by central 
government.  
 
We will aim to make this work as quickly as it is possible to do so, but as I am sure you will appreciate 
this will take time. I thank you for your patience whilst we resolve all the issues and will update you 
regularly throughout January.  
 
Wishing you all a restful break     
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


