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19th March 2021 
 

Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
We are finally all together again! Yesterday we welcomed back our final two year groups – Year 7 & 
Year 8 – and it is wonderful to have the whole school community back. The energy is back in the 
building! Thank you again for everything you have down to support your child’s home learning during 
lockdown. We all hope this will be the last but if not, we have learnt a lot along the way and trust we will 
be ready to provide continuity of quality learning if it were to happen again. 
 
It is exactly a year this week that schools across the country were collectively closed for the first time in 
generations due to the initial national lockdown. Some of our community have suffered loss and illness 
during the last 12 months and our thoughts are with them. As an educator I always look to what we 
have learned and how we have grown: we appreciate more the importance of face-to-face interaction, 
for human contact, and we look forward to the time when we can de-mask and freely move around the 
classrooms again, providing instant 1:1 feedback, conduct group work and engage fully in practical 
activities and enrichment; we have all learnt new skills and new ways of working; we are reviewing 
some of the old ways – would we have moved to remote parents evenings so quickly? We 
acknowledge there are things we may have lost, but we also know that we are adaptable to our 
environments and can continue to grow and learn. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests 
To date we have conducted over 3000 lateral flow tests and have had zero positive results. After their 
third test, students are being issued with 2 x packs of three tests and a guide booklet for the period up 
to Easter. Further packs will be distributed to cover the Easter Break. Remember, as families, you are 
also entitled to home test kits which you can access through the local community 
 
What happens next?  
Now that all the first tests have been completed, if there is a positive COVID result in the school body, it 
is vital that you confirm this to us immediately. We will need a screenshot of the NHS confirmation and 
your child’s Head of Year will be in touch to ask the standard proximity tracing questions, after which 
those who need to must isolate for 10 days. Work will be provided on GoogleClassroom as before:  

• Individuals isolating will be provided with a summary of work covered on the days when homework 
would usually be set 

• Class level bubbles will revert to home learning via GoogleClassroom.  
We have to differentiate our delivery as it is extremely difficult for staff to delivery lessons both in class 
and remotely at the same time as the nature of delivery is different through each medium. 
 
Female Equality 
It is always shocking when someone loses their life at the hands of another. The recent death of Sarah 
Everard has caught the national attention and brought to the fore a long running debate around the 
experiences of women in society. This is particularly poignant following the recent International 
Women’s Day which asked us to challenge inequality. This morning I met with some young women 
from our 6th Form who eloquently advocated for the need for greater openness around conversations 
on respect, boundaries and equality.   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
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Our Pastoral Team were also passionate about engaging the rest of the school community in the 
conversation to raise awareness of the issue. Please see the following link for an assembly video 
https://youtu.be/iHLTsMPeWMg. This is just a starting point and there is more work to do to create a 
safe, open culture where we can educate young people in how to navigate relationships in a positive 
and respectful manner so that we can ensure women do not feel unsafe in our society. 
 
At MHCHS Promoting Harmony is one of our core values, based on respect for the individual and 
celebration of our uniqueness. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 
 

https://youtu.be/iHLTsMPeWMg

