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29th January 2021 
 

Dear Parent / Carer,  
  
I hope you and your families are well and I would like to start by thanking those of you who have 
taken the time to email in with such positivity about the remote learning during this lockdown. I would, 
in return, like to thank you for keeping your children motivated. Attendance to remote learning is high 
but we are monitoring it closely and will advise you weekly if we have any concerns about your child’s 
engagement and will work with you to remove any barriers that are getting in the way. Nominations 
for the Pearson National Teacher Awards 2021 are now live – perhaps there is a staff member you 
would like to nominate? Further information is available here 

  
Striking the balance between sustaining learning, providing flexibility for you at home and supporting 
mental wellbeing is something I think we have got as right as we can and I want to commend 
Assistant Headteachers Anna Hamilton and Fiona Tobin, in particular, for their leadership on this 
this term. We are keeping this under constant review and may occasionally need to release the 
pressure valve a little more now we know we are in this for the long haul. Any adaptations will be 
advised in future letters.  
  
Return to school 
As you will no doubt know, the PM has said that schools will not return before 8th March at the 
earliest. This is an ambition and given that Easter will only be two and a half weeks after this, it may 
well be we do not see a full return until the summer term, but we will keep everything crossed for this 
to happen sooner rather than later, as long as it is safe to do so.  
  
OFQUAL consultation on Summer Grades – Years 11-13 
The consultation closes today and the Chief Regulator, in an interview this week, said that we would 
not know the outcome until the week beginning 22nd February – a lot longer than we would have 
hoped, but out of our hands. As ever, there is nothing we can confirm to students until then so it is 
best to presume any work they produce may go towards their grade and we hope will keep them 
motivated over the coming months. We will continue our “business as usual” approach. As soon as 
the final plans are published, we will let you know.  
  
Awards 2020 
We have lost much that forms the beating heart of the school community due to lockdown and social 
distancing. One key event we were not able to have was our annual Awards Ceremony where we 
celebrate the fantastic students, we have at MHCHS. We did not want to lose this completely though 
so 240 awards are winging their way in the post to students across Year 8 to Year 13, as well as 
alumni who left us in the summer, as recognition of their accomplishments in the last academic year. 
Current Year 7 can look forward to this celebration in the Autumn. 
  
Mental Health  
I am sure you agree that we all feel the pressures of the current lockdown on our mental health at 
some point. Awareness of these pressures and acknowledgement of what we are feeling are 
important first steps in mental wellbeing.  We have added a Mental Health awareness guide to our 

https://www.teachingawards.com/the-award-for-teacher-of-the-year-in-a-secondary-school/?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tys&utm_content=2021-01-29
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website to provide you and your children with some tips on staying mentally healthy. We hope you 
find it useful. The guide is available here under COVID Support Information. 
 
The importance of “Promoting Harmony”  
As you know, central to our values is Promoting Harmony. Recent history has demonstrated that 
social harmony can be corroded all too easily by those with power and events out of our control such 
as the COVID pandemic, so it is important that we, as educators, show our students there is a more 
positive way to live: respecting each other, valuing what each individual brings to our community, 
raising awareness and defending and supporting an individual’s human rights. The annual calendar 
is littered with days and months aimed at celebrating our diverse community and two recent ones 
are highlighted below. I want our equality agenda to be more than just celebratory events at a single 
point in the year, it should be embedded in our culture and will form a central part of our recovery 
plan, coming out of COVID. 
 
Holocaust Memorial Day  
Holocaust Memorial Day was commemorated this week. The theme this year is Be the light in the 
darkness. It encourages everyone to reflect on the depths humanity can sink to, but also the ways 
individuals and communities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ before, during and after genocide: 
“This theme asks us to consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for example, identity-based 
persecution, misinformation, denial of justice; and different ways of ‘being the light’, for example, 
resistance, acts of solidarity, rescue and illuminating mistruths. Increasing levels of denial, division 
and misinformation in today’s world mean we must remain vigilant against hatred and identity-based 
hostility. Rapid technological developments, a turbulent political climate, and world events beyond 
our control can leave us feeling helpless and insignificant. The utterly unprecedented times through 
which we are living currently are showing the very best of which humanity is capable but also - in 
some of the abuse and conspiracy theories being spread on social media - the much darker side of 
our world as well.” 
 
Further information and resources can be found here 

 
LGBT+ History Month  
One of the many communities that were persecuted in the Holocaust was the LGBT+ community. 
The aim of LGBT History Month is to primarily teach young people about the history of the gay 
rights movement and to promote an inclusive modern society. The theme for this year is “Body, Mind 
and Spirit”. Further information can be found on the LGBT+ History Month website  
  
Final thoughts: The Future of Education  
A few years ago, there was a debate about whether teachers, classrooms and schools were 
necessary and how remote learning would be the future. I am confident the lockdown experience 
has proved this to be false. Education is about human interaction and relationships – something you 
cannot get from a screen with blanked out faces. I am sure we all look forward to the day when we 
can be with each other again, providing the immediacy of personalised support that makes such a 
difference to young people.  
  
I wish you all a healthy and safe week ahead.  
     
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 

https://www.mhchs.org.uk/pastoral-care/7031.html
https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/this-years-theme/
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/gay-rights
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/gay-rights
https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/

