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25th February 2021 
 
Dear Student,  
  
GCSE, BTEC and A Level Arrangements 2021 
 
I hope you are all well and look forward to welcoming you back in the next couple of weeks. We have 
missed you in the building! 
 
I woke up this morning to read the media reports on how your grades will be assessed and released. 
Although I tell myself not to be, I am still amazed that government issues press statements at 
midnight and the media finds out before we do, when we are the ones who need the information to 
reassure and guide you.  
 
At the time of writing, nothing has been formally published by OFQUAL, although this will probably 
happen after the Secretary of State for Education makes an announcement in the House of 
Commons this afternoon.  
 
As frustrating as this will be for you, and us, until we have the guidance, we cannot give you the 
advice and reassurance you need, and your teachers will not know the answers either. As such, try 
to avoid absorbing yourself in the media speculation, continue to focus on your learning and trust we 
will keep you informed. Mr Edwards, Deputy Headteacher, will write to you and your families once 
we have the official guidance and can give you precise clarity.  
 
Finally, a request: When you lead the country, and I have belief that you will, communicate first with 
the people who will need to deliver your strategy for you before you announce to the press and wider 
public. It is a far better way to ensure success and reduce anxiety in the those affected. 
   
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


