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16th October 2020 
 

       
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
UPDATE TO FACE COVERING PROTOCOL  
 
I hope this finds you well and thank you for continuing to work with us during these ever-changing times. It 
is much appreciated.  
 
As we enter the winter months and there is greater probability of students needing to be inside during break 
and lunchtime, we have this week reviewed our face coverings protocol with the intention to bring this in 
after half term.  
 
Yesterday the government announced that Barnet, alongside the rest of London, will be put into Tier 2 of 
the National Lockdown Measures which means we will have to bring the changes forward to start on Monday 
19th October 2020.  
 
We have previously published Tiers of Lockdown Procedures for Education (see the policies section of our 
website). Up until this morning the National Tiers introduced in the last week by the government and the 
Education Tiers were not connected. Education leaders have petitioned government to express concern 
about how confusing this is for school communities.  
 
In effect, Tier 2 Nationally means we follow Tier 1 Educationally. I share your frustration with the lack of 
clarity in this.  
 
This means schools remain open to all students, but face coverings must be worn by adults and students 
when moving around the premises outside of classrooms. 
 
From Monday students and staff must wear a face covering in the following areas:  
• Corridors 
• Canteen 
• 6th Form Study Rooms 
• Toilets 
• Classrooms during wet breaks where students are more likely to be moving around the space 
Face coverings remain discretionary in classrooms for lessons and outdoors.  
 
Exemptions 
Some of our community may be exempt from wearing face coverings due to medical conditions. If this is 
the case for your child, please confirm the medical guidance you have been given to welfare@mhchs.org.uk. 
Our welfare team will then issue eligible children with an exemption card. After half term, any students 
repeatedly flouting these rules may be sanctioned.  
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All students were issued with a face covering earlier this term. We will not be able to provide additional face 
coverings, so please ensure your child brings a face covering to school with them every day as part of their 
compulsory equipment. Face coverings must not have words on them nor be offensive to any member of 
our community. The school’s decision is final on what we deem appropriate and we thank you for your 
support.  
 
After half term we will be expanding student access to the canteen at lunchtimes in light of their excellent 
behaviour this half term. More to follow next week.  
 
In the meantime, I wish you a restful weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


