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Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 
 

4th March 2022 
 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
 

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES 

We are looking forward to receiving your nominations to become a Parent Governor at MHCHS. This 

is an exciting opportunity to contribute to the future development of your child’s school and 

contribute to the wider community.  

More information is available here. You can submit your nomination by filling in this form. 

The deadline is Friday 11th March 2022 

 

COVID Update 
The government has now lifted a wide range of COVID restrictions across England. For MHCHS this means:  

• Twice weekly lateral flow testing is no longer mandatory – although you may choose to continue to do 
so. Free testing however, will end on 1st April for the general public.  

• Face coverings, although no longer mandatory, remain optional and will be down to individual choice.  

• If anyone tests positive or has symptoms they are advised to stay at home and follow the COVID-19: 
People with COVID-19 and their contacts guidance. We reserve the right as part of our risk assessment 
to send a student home if they are demonstrating COVID symptoms in order to minimise the risk of 
spreading the virus in the wider school community. Thank you for your support with this.   

• The following is a useful flow chart, we urge you to follow if your child has symptoms. Please continue 
to advise attendance@mhchs.org.uk if you believe your child may have COVID. 

 

https://www.mhchs.org.uk/174/letters
https://forms.gle/CyCYCUNC7c8PjzEE7
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts&data=04%7C01%7CNeil.Marlow%40Barnet.gov.uk%7C6fef4550be72419d156508d9f856bb78%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C637813873655658443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=W9hyo4qBaw%2FtTSMIa5JV0ENoYgXd%2F5HOsCRr0YhRlgc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fcovid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts&data=04%7C01%7CNeil.Marlow%40Barnet.gov.uk%7C6fef4550be72419d156508d9f856bb78%7C1ba468b914144675be4f53c478ad47bb%7C0%7C0%7C637813873655658443%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=W9hyo4qBaw%2FtTSMIa5JV0ENoYgXd%2F5HOsCRr0YhRlgc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:attendance@mhchs.org.uk
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International Women’s Day – Tuesday 8th March  
Next week students will be recognising, through assemblies, the importance of International Women’s Day. 
This year’s theme is #BreakTheBias, imagining a gender equal world. Whether deliberate or unconscious, bias 
makes it difficult for women to move ahead. Knowing that bias exists isn’t enough, action is needed to level the 
playing field. Are you in? Will you actively call out gender bias, discrimination and stereotyping each time you 
see it? Will you help break the bias?  
 

International Women's Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements 
of women. The day also marks a call to action for accelerating women's equality. MHCHS fully supports 
equality for women and will continue to strive to provide opportunities for girls to achieve at the highest levels, 
taking on leadership roles and experience a broad enrichment programme which will give them the confidence 
and opportunities to have a pioneering career and make further changes for the next generation. 

 
Toilet Refurbishment Project 
In response to student wellbeing feedback, we plan to refurbish one of the school washrooms during the 
summer holidays. This will cost approximately £85,000. Students in Years 7-10 have been informed of the 
plans in assemblies this week and have the opportunity to comment through the wellbeing boxes in each Year 
group zone. We will share this with Year 12 at their next assembly too. When considering how to redesign the 
toilets, we are taking the following into consideration based around need, health & safety, student feedback, as 
well as equalities and legal duties: 

• We aim to increase the number of toilets available 

• We will include a disabled access toilet to support students who use wheelchairs or have mobility needs. 
This fulfils one of our Equalities actions.  

• Historically, if bullying is going to take place it very often happens in the toilets where there is limited 
visibility. During COVID we had to remove the front entrance doors to the washrooms to manage the 
number of students entering the small spaces as part of our risk assessment. This resulted in no 
incidents of bullying in the toilets. As such we intend to build an open plan entrance into the design to 
ensure the washrooms continue to be a safe space 

• Safety and security is paramount, so we plan for the individual cubicles to be self-contained with floor to 
ceiling walls and doors 

• We know there is greater pressure on the girls’ toilets than the boys’, so to increase the availability, 
individual cubicles in the washroom can be used by either boys or girls. Sanitary bins will be provided in 
each cubicle. 

• Having the flexibility for the cubicles to be used by either boys or girls will also support the students we 
have in our community who are exploring their gender identity which is a protected characteristic under 
the Equalities Act. One of our core values is Promoting Harmony and every student at MHCHS should 
feel respected and valued with facilities to meet their needs. 

• The other two washroom zones in the school will have boys only and girls only blocks so students will 
have a choice as to which washrooms they will use.  
 

If you have any questions or comments, then please email in to consultation@mhchs.org.uk  by Friday 18th 

March. We will update you further as the designs progress.   

Travel 
Finally, you will be aware that nearly every road on the approach to the school has roadworks on it at the 
moment. Please allow extra time for your child to travel to school.  
 

We are also aware that there have been changes to the 605 bus service which is making it extremely 
difficult for students to arrive on time. We are raising this concern with Transport for London, and we 
encourage all families using the service to do so as they tend to respond quicker the more complaints 
they receive. https://tfl.gov.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us-about-buses 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 

Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
mailto:consultation@mhchs.org.uk
https://tfl.gov.uk/help-and-contact/contact-us-about-buses

