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Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 

 

8th October 2021 

 

Dear Parent /Carer 

 

We know how important it is for you to be able to send your child to school.  
 

At MHCHS we are taking a number of measures to help prevent the spread of Coronavirus, including: 

• Encouraging all staff to test regularly, to minimise the risk of our teachers giving your child or other 

children Covid; 

• Ensuring our staff and children practice good hygiene; 

• Making sure our spaces are well ventilated; and; 

• Encouraging all members of our community to isolate and book a PCR test should they develop 

symptoms of the virus. 
 

So far this term we have averaged 8 positive COVID cases a week out of 1693 students and the numbers 

are stable and not showing an increasing trajectory. We will continue to monitor and report any changes to 

you.  

 

To ensure these number remain low, we are also asking all parents to encourage your child(ren) to 

test regularly and to report each result 
 

Up to one in three people who have COVID-19 can spread the virus without knowing. This is because they 

have no symptoms. We are therefore asking all parents to encourage their children to test on Sundays 

and Wednesdays and help us to keep MHCHS open. 
 

We will distribute home test kits regularly or you can order online. Testing is free of charge and we will 

send out a message to you the day they have been distributed . 
 

The tests will come with guidance in multiple languages on how to take the test. You can also see this 

useful video to show you how to take the test - tests usually take a few minutes to do and you get the 

results in 30 minutes. Then all you need to do is to report the result to: 
 

• NHS Test and Trace: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result 

• Please report positive test results to attendance@mhchs.org.uk  
 

If the lateral flow test result is positive, you must arrange for your child to take a confirmatory PCR test and 

isolate. If the result is negative your child must return to school. If positive, follow the guidance issued by 

NHS and inform attendance@mhchs.org.uk 
 

Financial support is available if your child tests positive and you need to self-isolate 
 

If you are unable to work due to your child having, or displaying symptoms of, COVID-19, you may be 

entitled to a one-off payment of £500 through the NHS Test and Trace Support Payment scheme if you 

are required to stay at home and self-isolate.  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-self-test-help
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
mailto:attendance@mhchs.org.uk
mailto:attendance@mhchs.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme
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You will be eligible if you live in England and meet all the following criteria: 

• you have been asked to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace, including by the NHS COVID-19 app 

• you are employed or self-employed 

• you cannot work from home and will lose income as a result 

• you are claiming at least one of the following benefits: 

1. Universal Credit 

2. Working Tax Credits 

3. income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

4. income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

5. Income Support 

6. Pension Credit or Housing Benefit 
 

By testing your child twice a week you will help us to reduce transmission of Coronavirus, keep your child 

in school and minimise disruption to their education and to you and your household. 
 

Year 11 and Year 13 leaving dates summer 2022 
Given the provisional timetable for the GCSE and A Level examinations for Summer 2022, the leaving 
dates for Year 11 and Year 13 are as follows: 
 

Year 11 Thursday 12th May 
Year 13 Friday 20th May 

 

The RPO is returning to MHCHS! But with a difference…….. 

The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra has a long-established relationship with MHCHS, previously 

comprising a one-off concert day annually in March. As part of our covid recovery enrichment curriculum, 

this year we are launching a new programme with them which is based around three workshop days for 

students who play orchestral instruments. The ambition behind the programme is to increase the number 

of students who can benefit from this engagement with world class musicians. The first of these is a 

Strings Day on Monday October 18th and will involve all violin, viola, cello, and double bass players in the 

school being off timetable for periods 1-3 and period 5 in order to take part in workshops and a period 5 

concert for a range of students. Everyone from beginners upwards will be involved, with our most 

advanced players taking part in a specialist technique workshop with RPO musicians. The concert will 

involve devised pieces by our musicians in response to a piece performed by a small RPO ensemble and 

the world premiere of a piece written by one of our students for the RPO musicians. Future dates are 

Woodwind on December 14th, Brass and Percussion on February 4th and a rehearsal/concert day on 3rd 

March. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Kind regards, 

 
Andy Stainton 

Headteacher 

 

 


