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12th November 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Punctuality  
When is “by 8:20am” not “by 8:20 am”? When a teenager tries to tell you so! One of the most enjoyable parts of my 
day is greeting students on their way into school each morning. It’s a good way to tell who is having a good or bad 
day, who may need support, who is primed and ready for an exciting day of learning new things and who isn’t quite 
dressed to the standards we expect!  
 
When I first started greeting students on the gate last summer, I would say “good morning” to the students and 
most kept their heads down a little panicked! But it has been great to see more and more responding with 
confidence as time has gone on – exchanging pleasantries is, after all, another life skill.  
 
Disappointingly, since half term I have noticed a significant increase in students rushing in in the last few seconds – 
today there were over 100. Even though we have said they have to be on site BY 8:20am. I then regularly have 
students trying to argue that 8:20am IS “BY 8:20”. So, to remove any doubt, as soon as the clock moves from 8:19 
and 59 seconds to 8:20am a student is considered late.  
 
The simplest way to avoid that conversation from happening is to get to school on time! Please continue to ensure 
your child does so. We will be monitoring the data carefully and working with students and families who are 
regularly finding it difficult to be on site BY 8:20am.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Remembrance Day  
I would like to thank the History, Music and Media departments for creating our virtual Remembrance Day this year. 
This has been shared through form times and is available to you on our YouTube channel here. 
 
Black History Month Dance performance  
Students have been enjoying Black History Month dance performances during lunchtimes, learning about black 
culture and history along the way. Thank you to Ms Wine and the team for putting together such an amazing show – 
MHCHS has missed this over the last two years! The Arts play an important part at MHCHS: the students enjoy taking 
part, are exceptionally talented and audiences are supremely supportive. In the Spring we hope to be able to trial 
some public audience events whilst ensuring we keep everyone safe and rehearsals are already underway for the 
school musical “Guys & Dolls” alongside our ongoing partnership work with the RPO.  
 
Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening  
This week we started our next cycle of virtual parents’ evenings. For families new to the school, we trialled virtual 
parents’ evenings to enable you to video conference from home or work to discuss your child’s progress with their 
teachers. These were so popular that we are continuing with them this year and our first one with Year 9 was a great 

https://youtu.be/ZBkhB_O6cbE
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success. Heads of year will be in touch with you for other year group evenings as per the calendar with instructions 
as to how you can sign up.  
 
A message from Anika and Nidal, Student Leaders - Children In Need – Thursday 18th November  
From Monday 15th November to Thursday 18th November, the Student Leadership Team will be selling Children In 
Need Pudsey ears (£2.50) and badges (£1). Students will be able to wear these all week, so please bring in some 
change. They will be sold before school in front of media studies, at break in playgrounds and at lunch in the 
canteen. Lower school students can also accessorise their full uniform with something yellow or spotty on Thursday 
18th November, and staff and sixth formers are being encouraged to wear yellow or spotty clothing to show support 
for Children In Need. We look forward to seeing lots of yellow next week!  
 

 
 
Wishing you all a good weekend.  
 
Kind regards  
 
 
 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


