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Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 
 

6th May 2022 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Goodbye Year 11! 
Yesterday, we said goodbye to our Year 11 students in the traditional way after two years of disruption 
previously. After an emotional assembly where students thanked their tutors and Ms Rai, their Head of 
Year, the celebrations commenced with a confident display of student musicianship, before lots of hugs 
and goodbyes. The afternoon was spent getting ready for the prom and the transformation from 
teenager to young adult in the space of a few hours was impressive. The young men in their best suits, 
and the young women in amazing dresses were served celebratory mock-tails before sitting down to a 
full buffet. The sweet stand was popular, as was the photo-mirror and dressing up box – all that was left 
was to dance the night away. It was a fantastic event enjoyed by students and staff alike. We are 
confident they are now prepared for the exams to come and look forward to welcoming the majority of 
students back into our 6th Form in September.  
 

Traffic Disruption and Update on Public Transport 
We understand how frustrating the addition of more road closures in the immediate area is and how 
much more difficult it has become to get your child to school on time. I have written to local politicians, 
councillors, and representatives of highways and Affinity Water to present the impact of up to 400 
students being late to school as a result, especially as we approach exam season.  
The responses I have had to date acknowledge the problem and anticipate measures to improve the 
situation. We will keep you updated. 
TFL have confirmed that earlier bus times will start from today (Friday 13th May). Buses will arrive 30 
minutes earlier at stops before Apex Corner with the aim of running to the normal scheduled time 
thereafter. Please see below for direct communication from TFL.  
“We will commence routes 605 & 606 30 minutes earlier in the mornings from tomorrow. On routes 605 
& 606 buses will run 30 minutes earlier until Apex Corner, when they will catch up to their current 
scheduled times. This timetable change will remain in place until the end of summer term, as the 
roadworks are not scheduled to be completed until August.” 
This change to the service doesn’t guarantee that your child will arrive at school on time. Please 
continue to ensure your child leaves in good time to arrive at school prior to 8:20am and encourage 
them to walk where possible.  
 

Student News 
Our Sixth Form student, Tuna Dyonmez who is also a student at the junior department of the Royal 
College of Music will be giving a solo piano concert this weekend on Sunday 15th May as a part of 
Stonevale Concert Series in Oxfordshire. The Programme includes, Schumann, Chopin, Beethoven 
Debussy, Liszt, Ravel and Prokofiev. The concert is free but donations will go towards the artists’ fee. 
Please email or phone Lynette to reserve a seat. lynette.stulting@abingdon.org.uk or 07813950045. 

 

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 
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