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   MILL HILL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
    Headteacher: Andy Stainton B.Ed MBA NPQH FRSA 

 
    Worcester Crescent, Mill Hill, London NW7 4LL 

    Tel: 020 8238 8180  

 

Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 

 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

The careful return to normal 

After nearly two years of disruption, it has been wonderful to begin the return to normality this academic year 

and our students have transitioned amazingly well. The students last had an uninterrupted academic year in 

2018-2019! This year we have seen a return to freedom of movement around the buildings, out of bubbles, 

enabling students to learn in the specialist facilities which enhance their learning and practical skills. We 

have also been able to return to an enrichment programme of clubs, speakers and activities which are vital 

in developing a fully-rounded young adult and grow softer employability skills. We have almost 100 options 

in the enrichment programme which reflects the extra mile our teachers go to, to provide your child with a 

fully rounded education which Mill Hill County High School has a strong reputation for.  
 

We are also conscious that returning to ‘normal’ schooling has been a challenge for some students, as 

lockdowns have affected us all in different ways. Our mentoring, safeguarding and pastoral teams have 

been supporting students with this transition and also those affected by the sudden deaths within our 

community at the start of the year. The message we have been emphasising is that there is always 

someone you can turn to at MHCHS. These feelings of anxiety are being felt by students across the country 

and Barnet have asked schools to share the following message with parents:  
 

With half term around the corner, remember there is always help available if you need it. No young 

person should suffer alone with the thoughts of suicide.  

PAPYRUS aims to create suicide safer communities and one of the ways they do this is through their 

helpline, HOPELINEUK.  

If you or anyone you know is struggling with thoughts of suicide or needs to debrief after a conversation 

around suicide, please contact HOPELINEUK for free and confidential support and guidance.  Call 

0800 068 4141 Text 07860 039961 Email pat@papryrus-uk.org 

Also see resources to support with conversations you may have with young people. Download the 

Communicating with young people guide and watch the Sinking Feeling video   

• https://www.instagram.com/p/CVP0J_qMClP/  

• https://twitter.com/BarnetCouncil/status/1450764026221318144  

• https://twitter.com/BarnetCouncil/status/1450507469273411595  

• https://www.facebook.com/BarnetCouncil/photos/a.345653242299184/1748057908725370/?type=3  

COVID update 

There has been much reporting of increased numbers of COVID cases in the country and we monitor this 

daily, in line with government guidance. In September we averaged 8 students absent a day with a positive 

test result. In October there has been a slight increase to an average of 16 students a day, although this 

has dropped back in this final week. We have to ensure we view this in the context of 1690 students on 

site, so we are still below 1% of the student body with a positive test result at any one time. I can also 

confirm that 55% of students in the 12-15 age range have received their COVID vaccination this week 

following parental consent. The vaccinations were coordinated by the School Age Immunisation Service 

and we were just the venue. Anyone who missed out will be able to arrange a vaccination at your local 

https://www.papyrus-uk.org/
mailto:pat@papryrus-uk.org
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/001159-Tri-Folded-Leaflet-A4_Listen-to-me.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKU1OLrvOn4&t=2s
https://www.instagram.com/p/CVP0J_qMClP/
https://twitter.com/BarnetCouncil/status/1450764026221318144
https://twitter.com/BarnetCouncil/status/1450507469273411595
https://www.facebook.com/BarnetCouncil/photos/a.345653242299184/1748057908725370/?type=3
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vaccination centre. Further details on how to do this and which age range is eligible for which vaccination 

are available on the NHS web page : https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-

vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-1st-or-2nd-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-

vaccination/ 
 

Please also continue to ensure your child uses a lateral flow test twice a week so that we can keep the 

number of positive cases as low as possible. Thank you for your support with this. 
 

If positive numbers increase, we may have to return to compulsory face coverings, although we could not 

return to bubbles without a complete re-write of the school timetable so will only move to this if essential 

and as guided by our local public health team.  
 

Black History Month  

At MHCHS, we believe that a one month focus can feel a little tokenistic; a big celebration with only short 

term impact. So, at MHCHS, we are committed to promoting equality all year round, which will one day no 

longer require such a focus in the long term. Currently Black History Month remains an important part of 

our calendar to focus our attention not just on inequality and how to eradicate it, but also on those 

members of the black community who are breaking the glass-ceilings and leading the way in role 

modelling what can be achieved for younger generations.  
 

Throughout October, we have been enjoying celebrating Black History Month. Rather than focus solely on 

the slave trade and colonialism, which are important in framing inequality, our students have reflected 

inspiringly on 'What Black History Month' means to them, which has led to the creation of a series of 

displays across the school using their reflections. Staff across the school have also come together to 

reflect, leading to the creation of a video featuring a collection of staff that the students have watched 

during form time. Through our pastoral delivery, the students have also been offered exposure to a diverse 

range of individuals who have accomplished some noteworthy achievements that link directly to our school 

values. These individuals include Lavinya Stennett, Chadwick Boseman, Olive Morris, Daniel Kaluuya and 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. Earlier this week students also learned about subject specific trailblazers who 

have achieved feats linked directly to the subject they were studying during our curriculum delivery. In 

addition to this, many students have been taking part in a series of competitions, ranging from an 

Orienteering Task linked to pioneers from the black community, to a poster creation about inspirational 

Black British women who have enriched our lives. After Half Term, we are looking forward to continuing 

our celebrations as students will either be performing in or having the option to watch some creative arts 

performances that include a Djembe Group, House Band and a cultural exploration through dance and 

theatre focusing on poignant moments in black history.  
 

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra Partnership 

Over a number of years MHCHS and the RPO have developed strong relationship with an annual concert. 

Lockdowns have given us time to reflect on how we can take this partnership forwards post-pandemic to 

benefit as many students as possible throughout the school year. I am pleased that Ms Aron, Director of 

Music, and the RPO have developed an exciting new model of delivery and we had our first event this 

week focused on string instruments.  
 

The first RPO workshop on Monday 18th October was a huge success with 158 students involved, 98 

in the audience and 60 involved in the workshops! Congratulations to all students who took part; a 

whirlwind morning culminated in a fantastic afternoon performance of pieces that had been devised 

by students in the space of about an hour! I would like to make special mention of Alec Kirby and 

Eddie Powell who both composed pieces of music that were then performed by the RPO string 

quintet. Their pieces were highly praised by the musicians and the two composers received a 

rapturous reception from the audience. We are already looking forward to Woodwind Day in 

December and Brass/Percussion Day in the Spring term. Any students who would like the opportunity 

to compose for the RPO woodwind ensemble or brass/percussion ensemble should speak to Miss 

Aron to get further details. 
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/book-or-manage-a-1st-or-2nd-dose-of-the-coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination/
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Frantic Assembly Workshop 
Frantic Assembly are a leading contemporary theatre-making company who use movement directors to 
produce dramatic works. They are most well known for their award winning production of ‘The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ as well as BAFTA nominated British/American TV series ‘Humans’.  
 

On Tuesday 19th October, our Yr11, 12 & 13 Drama students were involved in a 2 hour workshop with a 

Frantic Assembly practitioner. Our students were amazingly positive and engaged throughout the 

workshop and it gave them many practical approaches to devising physical drama.  

“We learnt things we could actually take away and use in our own work. It was really useful” - Ruby Sillars. 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Finally, a reminder that the clocks go back an hour at 2am on Sunday 31st October. Please ensure your 

child is aware so that they get to school by 8:20am on Monday 1st November for a professional start to the 

next half term. As the days get shorter, please also ensure your child can be seen at night by adding 

reflectors to their outdoor coats. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. School can only achieve the best for your child when there is a strong 

home / school partnership for which we are grateful. 

 

Wishing you a restful half term  

 

Kind regards, 

 
Andy Stainton 

Headteacher 

 

 


