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   MILL HILL COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
    Headteacher: Andy Stainton B.Ed MBA NPQH FRSA 

 
    Worcester Crescent, Mill Hill, London NW7 4LL 

    Tel: 020 8238 8180  

 

Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 
 

25th March 2022 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

                                                 VOTE FOR YOUR PARENT GOVERNORS! 

The ballot is now open for the Parent Governor vote.  Please read the personal statements attached 
and then click on the link below to cast your vote by Thursday 31st March 2022.  

https://forms.gle/mLc6rXzw33dAMvXRA 

 

Enrichment that Inspires 

MHCHS has always been proud of the breadth of enrichment we offer our students – details can be 

found on our website and are updated termly. Enrichment is important as its informality can 

strengthen social bonds between students, open up activities and experiences the main curriculum 

just doesn’t have time to and enables children to engage with expert speakers and performers. 

Recently we hosted a poet, Raymond Antrobus and the report below gives a flavour of the impact 

such events have on our students. We look forward to many more memorable experiences as normal 

service resumes.  

Poet Raymond Antrobus visits Mill Hill 

County High School 

On Wednesday 23rd February we were treated 

to a visit from Raymond Antrobus MBE who 

came to deliver assemblies, workshops and 

help students with their writing and creative 

skills. 

Raymond is a Hackney born poet of 

British/Jamaican heritage who is deaf and has 

worked as a teacher in both mainstream and 

Deaf schools in London. He is the winner of 

numerous prizes for his poetry including the 

Ted Hughes Award.  

During the visit Raymond delivered Year 9 

assembly where he performed from his award-winning book ‘The Perseverance’ which deals with 

themes of childhood trauma, deafness, race and bereavement. Year 9 students got involved and joined 

in with his poem ‘Jamaican British’ where the audience takes an active part. A member of staff who 

attended said it was one of the best assemblies we have had at MHCHS.  

Raymond then spent time with Year 10 discussing writing and he shared how he kept his own writing 

secret for many years whilst in secondary school.  

https://forms.gle/ozFLQp2Gpiskw4ww7
https://forms.gle/mLc6rXzw33dAMvXRA
https://www.mhchs.org.uk/147/enrichment
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Ms Calderon and Mr Vella were part of this session and staff and students discussed how it’s important 

to follow your dreams, it’s not easy to forge a career in writing, poetry or the Arts but Raymond is an 

example of how you can get there with a lot of hard work, effort and many other jobs along the way!  

Year 8 enjoyed being encouraged to write and shared some thoughts about the experience. Aaran 

(8NEW) said ‘He was so much fun.’ Marley (8SAN) said ‘He taught us an easy way to put sentences 

together. I would love him to teach us again and tell us more of his poems.’ Vishali (8DAR) said ‘I liked 

the way we could write free style and that Raymond made poems up on the spot.’ 

The day ended with students selected by Mr Naghten, Head of English, because they are aspiring 

writers or poets. A selection from Year 8 to Year 12 had a discussion, over an hour later we had to wind 

the session up because the room was needed for a lesson! The conversation flowed and students 

discussed their own writing, different poetry forms and asked Raymond questions. Breeze (8CUR) said 

'It was really amazing!' and Mark (13SAN) said, 'I couldn't believe that he knew Owen Sheers, who we 

are studying for our A Level course.' Luan (12SAN) ‘enjoyed the informality of the meeting; it was 

allowed to be an involving discussion. Great value in allowing students to interact with a successful 

person in a creative industry, as it did well to validate any such aspirations which those students may 

well have.’ 

Harmony (12CUR) said ‘It was really interesting to hear about a professional poet’s method of writing 

and where he got his inspirations from. It has definitely encouraged me to write a bit more.’ 

Raymond spoke very highly of MHCHS students and called our school a ‘poetry school’ something he 

says he doesn’t find very often. Mr Naghten shared how our tradition of a Poetry and Music evening is 

well established and only stopped due to the COVID pandemic. Thankfully the evening is back again this 

year in the summer term. Raymond hopes to work with MHCHS again and encouraged students to keep 

writing. He took a few samples to look at from students who are keen to get his view on their efforts.  

Clare Jeffries (SENCO) with contributions from MHCHS students. 

 
Kind regards, 

 
 

 
 

Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


