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Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 

PSCHE Update 
 

Throughout the year, PSCHE plays a vital role in providing knowledge, advice and guidance that is 
not available in other curriculum areas. This term has seen three afternoons dedicated to PSCHE 
delivery on a host of different topics. As always staff have delivered these sessions with 
professionalism and enthusiasm and it has prompted much discussion and thought. There were too many 
fantastic lessons to identify individually, but some exceptional delivery was seen across all year groups with the 
topics of Cyberbullying, Internet Safety, Understanding Sexual Harassment, Dealing with Grief, Drug Awareness 
and Mental Health. 
 

In addition to this we have had the opportunity to welcome two companies who have delivered content both  
virtually and face to face. The Riot Act were able to deliver virtual sessions on their ‘Deadly Distractions’ 
programme on Road Safety to Year 7, while The School of Sex Education delivered face to face workshops on 
‘the portrayal of sex in the media’ to Year 11. Learning that took place was relevant and informative, but in 
particular the majority of Yr 11 feedback was that the facilitators created very open and comfortable spaces in 
which students felt able to express themselves and an increased awareness of the topic was achieved.  
If government guidelines permit, we look forward to more face to face delivery from external companies with The 
School of Sex Education returning to work with Year 8 in the Spring term and of course our staff are all primed 
and ready to continue to deliver many more fantastic lessons. 

Christina Martin, Head of PSCHE 

Uniform 
 
 

We take huge pride in our school uniform, students look incredibly 
smart and it gives them a sense of belonging within the school  
community. Our expectations with uniform are extremely high and we expect students to arrive at school each 
day dressed appropriately. We understand that there will be occasions where an item of uniform may need 
replacing last minute. If you your child finds themself in this situation, please provide them with a note to show 
their form tutor. We will then provide them with a uniform pass for 1 day to allow you to replace the item ready for 
the following school day. On our return to school in January we will be conducting uniform checks to ensure the 
school expectations are being adhered to. I’d like to take this opportunity to remind parents of the following:  

• Students are to wear black socks only, socks which go over the knee are not permitted.  

• Students must wear black school shoes, black trainers/boots and sports branded footwear are not 
permitted.  

• Students must wear their blazer to school every day, a plain navy or black outdoor coat only can be worn 
as an additional layer.  

• Jewellery is not permitted in school and will be confiscated if brought onto the school site.  
Thankyou in anticipation of your support with providing your child with the correct uniform in preparation for the 
new term.                                                                                                           Steve Booth, Deputy Headteacher 

KEEPING OUR COMMUNITY SAFE FROM COVID 
 

With reports of the COVID Omicron variant spreading rapidly in London, we want to ensure that everyone 
returning in the New Year will be safe.  
Children were issued with lateral flow test packs before the break and you should continue to test twice a week 
through the holiday period. You can order further packs from here. 

• It is vital that your child completes their final lateral flow test on Monday 3
rd

 January 2022 before 
returning to school for 8:20am on Tuesday 4

th
 January 2022. 

• If the LFT is positive, you must keep your child off school, order and return a PCR, and only if this is 
negative should they return. 

• All adults who are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to18 years and 6 months, identified as a contact of 
someone with COVID-19 – whether Omicron or not – should take an LFT test every day for 7 days instead 
of self-isolating. 

• If they test negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Chemistry Week 2021 
 

To coincide with the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) MHCHS 
celebrated Chemistry week from the 8th-12th of 
November. During Chemistry Week 2021 Mill Hill 
County High School Chemistry Department 
organised activities to engage with a range of 
audiences that reflects the theme of sustainability. 
Students took part in both practical and virtual 
experiences to address the topic of sustainability.  
 

We were very fortunate to have the President of The Royal Society of Chemistry, 
Professor Tom Welton OBE Imperial University offering ‘Presentation on Chemistry for Sustainability’ which our 
upper school pupils enjoyed. 6th formers and Year 11s were also given an opportunity to meet with Dr Simon 
Gerrard from Imperial University who spoke with students about the study of chemistry at Imperial and role of 
chemical sciences for building a sustainable future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Asha Pindolia, Head of Chemistry 

History and Politics 
 

This term, History and Politics have been busy with food, musicals and debating. 
 

Our Year 7 students had the opportunity to try different foods from different historical periods. Ms Sumner and Ms 
Unwin ran 'Scoff' a history of food club where students were able to taste and learn about how food has changed 
over time. Gruel was not well received whereas jelly received a big thumbs up! Their last session saw the 
opportunity for students to bring in foods from their own cultures and taste other people's which showed students a 
vast selection from across the world.  
 

Our Year 12 History and Politics students have been busy debating one another this term. Students have debated 
what item should stay on a deserted island through to voting ages. We have experienced a mix of discussions. The 
students have demonstrated their ability to communicate, work in a team and put their case forward  
confidently. We look forward to our debates next term. 
 

Whilst Covid has had an impact on schools trips, we were lucky enough to take our 6th form history and politics 
students to visit ‘Hamilton the Musical’ to further develop their study of American history and the origins of the 
American political system. The show was fantastic and the students were exemplary and enjoyed the show with 
joy and enthusiasm. We look forward to organising more trips as soon as we can. 
              Kelly Mordue, Head of History and Politics 

 

Note from the Headteacher  
 

Although it has not been a full return to “normal”, this term has been as close as we could get it! It has been great 
to see enrichment being brought back across all areas and if you haven’t already done so, please do take time to 
watch our virtual Drama, Dance and Music Festivals. They will lift your spirits! 
I am proud of all the effort our staff have put in to ensure your child’s experience of school is a positive one. This 
term, they have been able to re-establish relationships with staff and peers, which we realise are so important for 
children’s emotional wellbeing and progress. One of the things students missed the most was the freedom of not 
being in a “bubble” and, this term, being able to move around the whole building and use specialist rooms for 
technology, arts and science has been exciting and essential for them. Unlike other parts of the country, we are 
thankful we have finished  the term with very few COVID cases. Although we do not know what the new term will 
bring and the impact of the Omicron variant, be assured we will continue to deliver high quality education in a safe, 
supportive environment and ensure all students gain confidence as they progress forward. Thank you for your 
continued support. On behalf of the staff and governors at MHCHS we wish a you a safe and joyous holiday 
season and all best wishes for 2022! 
                                                                                                                                    Andy Stainton, Headteacher 
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Ex Student Updates 
 

Ex-student talks to students about a career in medicine   
 
We were delighted to welcome ex-student, Dr Adio Kokayi, back to school to 
speak with students regarding the pathways into medicine. Adio left the 
school almost 10 years ago and is now a doctor working in London. He 
presented about his own journey into the profession and shared his 
experiences of medical school, his current role and offered advice to students 
looking to apply next year. A warm, engaging and interesting talk was very 
well received and students appreciated his time and effort. We hope to see 
Adio again soon.  
 

Ex-student presents about Oxbridge and the Film Industry   
 

We were delighted to welcome back ex-student, Aoife Hayes, to talk to students about 
her experience studying English Literature at Cambridge and her early career in the film 
Industry. Aoife, a Development Executive at the British Film Industry, spoke wonderfully 
well to a number of Year 11 and Year 12 students. Her articulate, interesting and 
inspirational discussion with students gave real insight into life at Cambridge University 
and her work in a highly competitive industry. A fun and insightful talk was greatly 
appreciated by all and we’d like to thank Aoife for her time. 
 

                      
Dickon Edwards, Deputy Headteacher 

Belmont Farm Trip  
 

On December 3rd I went to Belmont farm with 11 other Year 7 students. I was so excited I half ran and half 
walked into school. 

 

After break time we took the bus to the farm. The first activity was a tour of the farm by 
tractor, we saw llamas, alpacas, sheep, ducks, chickens, and deer. 
 

We walked around the different animal pens after our ride.  
We were able to stroke the animals; the sheep felt like a 
soft fluffy cloud. 
 

We ate lunch undercover in a marquee. We had a turkey 
visitor whilst we were eating, her name was Gloria, we all 
got very excited, and she chased us around the marquee. 
 

We were a little scared when she came near us. 
Thankfully, she left the same way she entered. 
 

The farm workers brought some animals for us to stroke:  
a duck, rooster, rabbits, a quail, and Gloria the turkey. 

 

The last activity was feeding some goats and donkeys. They tickled our hands 
when eating special feed from our hands. 
 

I loved the visit so much I want to go back. 
 

Thank you to Miss Jeffries for organising it and Ms Tobin, Mrs Welton and Mrs O for taking us. 
 

Rayyan Maqsood 7FRA 

Design & Technology KS3 Christmas Stocking Club 

 
Since half term we have had 36 pupils from KS3 designing and making  
Christmas stockings. All the students have worked really hard and produced 
some fabulous final products, with the help of our wonderful A Level Fashion 
and Textiles students. 
 

Well done to everyone who has been involved- we hope Santa leaves you some 
fabulous gifts in your stockings. Merry Christmas!! 
 
 
 

Andrea Jack and Fran Grace, Design & Technology Department 
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Music News  
 

We have had a brilliant term of music-making in MHCHS after 18 months of not being able to run our 
regular activities. We have had fourteen ensembles rehearsing every week, alongside student-led 
chamber music and band groups and of course the band and cast rehearsals for our Spring musical 
Guys and Dolls. 
 

RPO Workshop 1: October 18
th

 – Strings 
On Monday 18

th
 October over 60 MHCHS violin, viola, cello and double bass players came together with 

five musicians from the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra for a day of composition workshops, 
masterclasses and performance. Our students were amazing! Brilliant concentration and creativity were 
displayed by all students and two young composers, Eddie and Alex, had their compositions performed 
by the RPO musicians. 

 
 

Black History Month performances 
A group of Year 9 djembe drummers performed as part of the Black History Month celebrations at 
MHCHS. All performers were extremely professional and received an enthusiastic response from all 
of their audiences across a week of performances. 
 
 

Remembrance Day 
Elina in Year 13 performed a solemn rendition on the trumpet of the traditional pieces The Last Post 
and Reveille for our 2021 Remembrance Day video. She did a fantastic job despite playing outdoors 
in freezing temperatures! 
 

 
 

Year 7 Gamelan workshops 
On December 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 Mike Simpson from Inspire Works came to MHCHS 

to run workshops for the whole of Year 7, one tutor group at a time. The 
students learnt to play Gamelan music from the Indonesian island of Bali, on 
authentic instruments which Mike brought with him! Each tutor group produced 
a really exciting performance by the end of their session and the feedback from 
the students was enthusiastic to say the least! 
 
RPO Workshop 2: December 14

th
 – Brass 

On Tuesday 14
th
 December it was the turn of our 30 brass players to work with RPO professionals! The students 

produced really interesting and creative group pieces which they played beautifully. Some of the more advanced 
students had the opportunity to receive high-level Brass Quintet coaching from two of the musicians, and again 
our composers Kai, Jack, Krishna and Alex put the RPO musicians through their paces. Jack, Krishna and Alex’s 
1

st
 trumpet part went so high that Mike from the RPO had to use a higher-pitched trumpet to play it! 

 
 

Brass ensemble at Christmas Lunches 
On Tuesday 14

th
 and Wednesday 15

th
 December MHCHS students enjoyed their Christmas lunch… with an 

accompaniment of Christmas carols played by a small brass ensemble. The students were excellent and one 
performance even turned into a singalong! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Christmas Concert 
On Wednesday 15

th
 December the 2021 MHCHS Virtual 

Christmas Concert was premiered to the world via 
YouTube. 180 students took part in the recordings for the 
concert, which culminated in a finale performance of ‘All I 
want for Christmas is You’ featuring almost all of the 
performers! Click here to view: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=pDbCbh8WJzU 
 

We are so proud of everything that our young musicians 
have achieved this term and we hope you are too. Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year from Mrs Aron, Mr 
Vella and Mr Hee. 

Lottie Aron, Director of Music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDbCbh8WJzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pDbCbh8WJzU
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 Year 7  
 

It has been a pleasure watching the Year 7s settle into life here at Mill Hill County High School so successfully! 
Considering their last two years of primary school were so disrupted, students have adjusted to their new learning 
environment incredibly well. They have impressed their subject teachers, embraced enrichment opportunities and 
embodied the school values in so many ways across this first term. 
We asked students to recount some of their highlights from our first term together. We wanted to share a few to 
give you a snapshot of some of the year group's achievements. 

• "Setting up Debate Club this term has been great. It is a place where we can share opinions and have fun!"- 
Cecilia 7CUR 

• "I have enjoyed being part of the rugby team because of all the friends we meet there. The Year 10s and 
Year 8s have been really welcoming."- Macarle 7PAS 

• "I have enjoyed making puzzles in DT. The music events have been fun too. They encourage everyone to 
look at new types of music."- Isabella 7SAN, Isabelle 7JEM, Entiola 7EIN 

 

The Year 7 pastoral team look forward to seeing our high expectations continue to be met in the new term. 
We wish you all a well deserved, restful break! 

Lucinda Rix, Head of Year 7 

Year 9  
 

This term it has been lovely to witness the students' continued commitment to their academic studies, whilst so 
many of them have also involved themselves in the extra-curricular life of the school through a range of exciting 
enrichment opportunities. Many of our students have embodied the school value of aiming higher, having further 
developed their skills by attending a diverse selection of clubs and workshops, ranging from trampolining and 
netball, to debate club and newspaper publishing club. This enthusiasm has continued beyond school too, with 
many students applying to be part of the UCL Scholars programme and some students being selected to attend 
the Fantasy Wings Programme -initiatives that Miss Khalil ensured the students had access to.  
 

It was also fantastic to see so many students involved in the Black History Month Performances. The students 
worked to celebrate black history, achievements, and culture through the medium of creative arts, which 
culminated in an outstanding performance to the Year group that was enjoyed by so many students. Involvement 
with creative arts didn't end there though, with some of the year group attending workshops delivered by Zoielogic 
and Phillip Honeywell this term.  

 
One of the things I have been much proud of 
though, is the way the students worked in 
collaboration with their tutors to ensure that our 
collective contribution to the Foodbank was an 
exceptionally impressive one. When the 
volunteers who work at the foodbank came to 
collect the food, they were overwhelmed with the 
charitable nature of the Year 9 students.  

 
 
 

Kieran Payne, Head of Year 9 

Year 8  
 

This term year 8 have been involved in a host of enrichment activities, which due to the pandemic, were not 
available to them last year. It has been amazing to see them involved with the outstanding and moving Black 
History Month performance, to see the successes (and occasional) losses of our football, rugby and netball teams, 
as well as the boys and girls return to swimming. Year 8 students have also been both participant and audience in 
the recent Royal Philharmonic Orchestra performance, raise money and funds for our local foodbank, and have 
managed to do all of these things while maintaining the stellar academic work they started in year 7. Perhaps their 
biggest achievement however has simply been the ease and confidence with which they have adapted to their first 
real experience of navigating the full school site and their packed timetables! I am very proud of them and wish 
them, and you, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
                                                                                                                                   
          Amit Beeharee, Head of Year 8 
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Year 12 
 

The Year 12s have had a fantastic start to their 6th form experience. They have been writing amazing articles for 
the 6th form journal, they are leads in our musical, 'Guys and Dolls, and they have been dominating the chess 
world! In addition, they have been being fabulous big brothers and sisters to the Year 7s and have been 
impressing their teachers with their diligence and resilience.  We in the Year 12 tutor team hope they have a 
wonderful, restful, and productive break! See you all in 2022!' 
                                                                                                                     Katherine Stackpole, Head of Year 12 

Year 13 
 

The year 13s wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  
This term has been a busy one for our year 13s as they have been working tirelessly on their personal 
statements, UCAS applications and Oxbridge interviews. Our student leadership teams have run a number of 
fundraising events for various charities and this year’s food drive has been the best one yet! Also, we have 
launched our first issue of our Sixth Form Magazine and our fourth issue of our Student Academic Journal, which 
showcase students’ creativity, passion and critical thinking. Our Year 13s continue to aim higher, achieve 
excellence and promote harmony within the sixth form and across the school. I am extremely proud of them! 
         Alessandra  Stellato, Head of Year 13 

Year 11 
 

We are incredibly proud of the way the Year 11 students have conducted themselves during their first term back 
at school. They have faced many challenges this term, but we are so proud of the resilience they have 
demonstrated, and the kindness and support they have shown to each other. We want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your support, wish you a restful end of term and we look forward to welcoming the students back, 
rejuvenated, and ready for their mock exams in the new year.  
          Pooja Rai and Emily Hutton, Pastoral Team Year 11 

Year 10  
 

The Year 10s have made a fantastic start to the year and have adapted well to the demands of KS4 life and their 
new GCSE courses.  
After a year without extra-curricular activities, our students have embraced the opportunity to re-join old clubs and 
teams, as well as try out new things. The Pastoral Team has been extremely impressed with their participation in 
the Black History Month performances and their commitment to the Herstory Club. Students in our year group 
have worked collaboratively with year 7 to raise money for Crisis at Christmas by designing beautiful Christmas 
cards that were sold to teachers and students. We also donated more items than any other year group for the 
Christmas food donations. As a consequence, the students have been rewarded with a movie night which will 
take place next year. We want to take the opportunity to thank you for your support and wish you a restful break 
over the forthcoming festive period.                                          
                  Maria Calderon and Mike Vella, Pastoral Team Year 10 

Foodbank Donation 
 

Across the week of Monday 6
th
 December to Friday 10

th
 December, our Student 

Leaders organised a whole school foodbank donation to Borehamwood 
Foodbank. The Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust's network of 428 
foodbanks who work to tackle poverty and hunger by supporting the most 
deprived families within local communities.  
 

The Student Leaders did a fantastic job at promoting this, which thanks to the 
generosity of our parents and students resulted in a very impressive donation. 
The foodbank representative was overwhelmed when she came to collect the donations, stating that, in what is 
very challenging circumstances for many families, our donation will make a huge difference to those in need.  


