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17th May 2021 
 
 

 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
Promoting Harmony 
 
I am sure you will have seen on the news and social media the devastating events that are playing out 
in the middle east and the impact this is having on people in the region and also here in the UK. The 
issues are complex, communities across the region are suffering and we hope for a swift resolution to 
the conflict.  
 
Our students are not blind to political issues around the world and are keen to engage with them. An 
issue such as the middle east conflict, however, can too swiftly result in a polarised debate which risks 
disharmony in the school community.  
 
In a letter earlier this year I promoted our students as leaders of the future with a social conscience 
founded in our key value of Promoting Harmony. Our students have views on a wide range of issues 
from race and gender to climate change. This half term in form time the students have been 
considering the equalities agenda to better consider a more fair and equal society which they can be 
part of creating. Many of our students go on to study politics and social issues at university. Their 
interest is real, and I feel positive they can make their world a better place. 
 
Schools will always support the principle of freedom of speech, but our duty is to create a safe space to 
educate, where everyone feels respected. Students therefore must not bring extreme action into the 
school environment and if students do so this will be dealt with seriously.  
 
If your child is politically aware, talk to them about the issues they are passionate about and always 
remind them to consider all perspectives to reach a balanced view. Together we can guide them on 
how best to engage in political issues without causing distress to others. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 
Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


