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Aiming Higher – Promoting Harmony – Achieving Excellence 

 
3rd January 2022 
 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Happy New Year! 
 

Welcome to 2022! We certainly hope this will be a happier new year than previous ones have been and we are 
definitely aiming for less disruption to learning. We hope you managed to have quality family time over the break 
and that your children are well-rested for the term ahead.  
 

The end of last term saw low COVID infection rates across the school and attendance was high and we aim to 
continue that trend, but we need your help to do so:  
• Please ensure your child completes a lateral flow test today (Monday 3rd January 2022) before returning to 

school tomorrow (Tuesday 4th January 2022 by 8:20am). Please report all results to NHS Test and Trace. 
Students were issued with LFT packs at the end of term 

• If the test shows a positive result, please keep your child off school until they have taken a PCR test. If this is 
negative then they may return to school, if positive then please follow the latest NHS advice. 

• Close contacts of an individual with a positive COVID result should take a lateral flow test every day for 7 days 
and can continue to attend school as normal during this time, unless they get a positive result.  

• Students must now wear face-coverings in corridors, all communal areas and classrooms. It is essential 
students bring in their own face covering and look after it. Unlike during the previous time when face coverings 
were required, we noticed a greater reliance on school providing a new face covering daily for some students. 
A face covering is part of the essential equipment list until notified otherwise and students failing to bring a face 
covering, who are not medically exempt, may face consequences. 

 

We appreciate there may be anxiety about children returning to school, especially given the media coverage of the 
Omicron variant. Outside of the above there are no further mitigation requirements from the government at this 
stage other than those we already had in place last term which included increased ventilation of classrooms. We 
would only be returning to bubbles as a last resort, for example, as this limits student access to specialist facilities 
for IT, the Arts, Technology and Science and will be damaging to their progress in these subjects. That said, due to 
our split breaks and lunches, year groups are able to have their own year group playground spaces which has 
been a real benefit.  
 

Similarly, there are no plans to introduce remote learning at this stage, however, the necessity to revert to this in 
the short term for some year groups will be dependent on staffing levels. I am aware some schools in the country 
last term had to move to remote learning for some year groups, as too many staff were isolating, and it became 
impossible to ensure a safe school with quality learning as a result.  
 

Be assured the safety of our school community is only matched by our ambition to provide quality education. We 
will be monitoring the data daily and providing updates if and when the picture changes.  
Thank you for your continued support and on behalf of everyone at MHCHS, I wish you a happy and healthy 2022. 
  

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
 

Andy Stainton 
Headteacher 


