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3rd March 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
Phased Return Timings for First Lateral Flow Testing 
 
As detailed in last week’s letter, testing will take place in the school sports hall. Students are asked to 
attend school in full school uniform on the day and time of their test, outlined below. 

 

  
Friday 
05-Mar 

Monday 
08-Mar 

Wednesday  
10-Mar 

Wednesday  
17-Mar 

Form 
Group 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 13 Year 9 Year 12 Year 7 Year 8 

DAR 8.50 8.50 12.50 8.50 12.50 12.50 8.50 

NEW 9.15 9.15 13.15 9.15 13.15 13.15 9.15 

EIN 9.45 9.45 13.45 9.45 13.45 13.45 9.45 

CUR 10.15 10.15 14.15 10.15 14.15 14.15 10.15 

FRA 10.45 10.45 14.45 10.45 14.45 14.45 10.45 

SAN 11.15 11.15 15.15 11.15 15.15 15.15 11.15 

JEM 11.45 11.45 15.45 11.45 15.45 15.45 11.45 

PAS / 
FEY 

12.15 12.15 16.15 12.15 16.15 16.15 12.15 

ADE 12.45       

 
Students should arrive via the main school gate where they will be met by staff and directed where to line 
up. Social distancing will need to be maintained and students must wear a face covering unless exempt. 
Following the test students must leave school and should return home immediately. The opportunity to 
catch up with friends will be on their full return the next working day. 
 
Students will return to school on the day after their test unless the test result is positive in which case you 
will be notified. On their return day, students must arrive at the normal time of 8.20am and go directly to 
their year group playground. As there have been some changes to rooming, students will be met at their 
playground by pastoral staff who will ensure they get to the current classrooms. 
 
Provision for Vulnerable and Key Worker Students 
 
The in-school provision will continue to run until all year groups are back full time in school.  
 
Students who are attending the provision and due to take the lateral flow test will be tested at the 
beginning of the session for their year group rather than with the rest of their form group.  
 
As of Friday 5th March, all students attending the provision will need to wear school uniform.   
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As of Monday 8th March, students will be following the in-school timetable so each year group will have 
break and lunch at separate times. Students will ned to bring their own packed lunch.  
 
As of Monday 8th March, the provision will run all day to include p5. Students will be released at the time 
they normally finish school e.g., year 7 and 8 at 14.50. 
 
Remote Learning Continuity 
 
As more students return it may not be possible to run as many live sessions for those still learning 
remotely but work will still be set on GoogleClassroom for each lesson.  
 
From Monday 8th March, the remote learning timetable will change to match the in-school timetable. This 
will include normal lesson start times, staggered breaks and lunches and lesson will continue to P5 for 
Years 7-11 and Period 6 where timetabled for Years 12 & 13.  
 
Frequently Asked Parent Questions 
 
Please can you advise if the lateral flow tests the students will be doing, is a swab to the back of 
the throat and also to the back of the nose or is it just the nose test? 

The test will require students swabbing their tonsils as well as their nose (see accompanying guide) 
 
Please can you also advise if there is a procedure in place to test students after the three initial 
tests mentioned in the table in the headteacher’s letter. If there is no procedure to continually test 
the students again, even at home, can you please explain why? 

The government is planning to make home test kits available to students, staff and their family members 
to enable ongoing testing after the initial three in school tests. We are awaiting further information. 

Can you also explain how it is deemed safe that the students that do not get tested at all can come 
into school and mix with other students with the risk that they might be carrying the virus. How 
can you keep the other students & teachers that have taken the tests safe?  

This has been discussed widely in the media. Before the winter break there was no testing in school and 
we were only able to respond to test results once students / staff had developing COVID symptoms. 
Regular testing is designed to identify asymptomatic carriers so that we can stop the spread quicker and 
reduce the number who are infected. No-where will be able to fully protect its community from COVID but 
the inclusion of testing is another shield in our armour to protect our community further. Testing is a tool  
to reduce the risks and is purely voluntary. Other schools have only received consent from 30% of 
families; we are fortunate that we have received consent from over 80% of families. 

Can you advise on the procedure if a student tests positive in the subsequent weeks after the 
initial tests have been completed. Will the other students who have been in close contact have to 
isolate at home or will they be tested for a certain amount of time afterwards & continue to work in 
school unless their test is positive? 

We are required to continue with proximity isolation. When we have a confirmed case in the school 
community, we will trace close contacts who will then have to isolate for 10 days. This is exactly the same 
process we had to follow in the autumn. 

Can my child have one of the tests off site and the rest on site? 

No. Due to the difference in recording methods, all three tests must either be taken on site OR off site. If 
you choose to test off-site, please notify us immediately if there is a positive test result.  
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My child is worried about their hair as hairdressers have been closed during lockdown, can they 
wear a hat in school?  

No. Our usual high standards of uniform expectations apply. Students failing to comply with our uniform 
expectations may be sanctioned. 

What happens if my child's face covering breaks or gets dirty?  

For the period up until Easter, replacement masks can be picked up from welfare. It is best if students 
always carry a spare face covering and check to make sure they have it on them before they leave for 
school. This will be reviewed for the summer term. Students who repeatedly turn up to school without face 
coverings (who are not exempt) may be sanctioned.  

Important timing changes: 

The previously scheduled early closure day on Wednesday 10th March will now be a FULL school day for 
students. 

The last day of term, Wednesday 31st March will also be a FULL day ending at the normal school time. 

 

We are really looking forward to welcoming our students back over the coming weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steve Smith 
Senior Deputy Headteacher 


